
Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic to Commemorate the 380th Anniversary of the Union of 
Uzhhorod 

April 15 | St. Michael’s Chapel, Woodland Park, New Jersey 

Woodland Park, NJ — The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic will solemnly commemorate 
the 380th Anniversary of the Union of Uzhhorod with a special ecclesial and educational 
celebration on April 15, at St. Michael’s Chapel in Woodland Park, New Jersey. This significant 
anniversary recalls a foundational moment in the life of the Byzantine Catholic Church and 
honors the faith, courage, and historical consciousness of those who shaped its enduring legacy. 

The Union of Uzhhorod, proclaimed on April 24, 1646, marked a decisive step in the history of 
the Byzantine rite communities of Eastern Europe. On that day, sixty-three priests of the 
Byzantine tradition formally entered into full communion with the Catholic Church while 
preserving their Eastern liturgical, spiritual, and theological heritage. This act of union became 
the cornerstone for the future development of the Byzantine Catholic Churches in present-day 
Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, and throughout the diaspora, including North America. 

The Union of Uzhhorod emerged during a period of political tension, religious division, and 
cultural transformation, offering a path that safeguarded the Byzantine Christian identity while 
affirming communion with the See of Rome. Over time, this union would mature and expand, 
shaping generations of clergy and faithful whose spiritual descendants now form vibrant 
Byzantine Catholic communities around the world. 

The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic recognizes this anniversary as an opportunity not 
only to remember the past, but to deepen appreciation for the spiritual inheritance that 
continues to guide the Church today. In doing so, the Eparchy affirms the conviction that a 
people who cherish and understand their history are better prepared to live their faith with 
integrity, hope, and responsibility in the present. 

The April 15 commemoration will consist of three integral parts, each reflecting a dimension of 
Byzantine Catholic life: 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
The celebration will begin with a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, the highest and most solemn 
expression of prayer in the Byzantine tradition. This liturgy will offer thanksgiving for the witness 
of the priests and faithful who embraced the Union of Uzhhorod and for the preservation of the 
Eastern Christian patrimony through centuries of hardship, migration, and renewal.  

Conference: Historical and Theological Reflection 
Following the liturgy, a conference will explore the historical, theological, and cultural 
dimensions of the Union of Uzhhorod.  



Refreshments and Fellowship 
The celebration will conclude with refreshments and fellowship, offering participants an 
opportunity to gather in community, share reflections, and strengthen bonds rooted in a 
common heritage. This time of fellowship reflects the communal nature of Byzantine Christian 
life, where faith, history, and personal encounter come together. 

The commemoration of the 380th Anniversary of the Union of Uzhhorod is open to clergy, 
faithful, scholars, and all who are interested in the history and mission of the Byzantine Catholic 
Church. It stands as an invitation to remember, to give thanks, and to draw inspiration from the 
lived faith of those who came before us—whose courage and vision continue to shape the 
Church today. 

For more information, please call Fr. Yuriy Oros, (609) 394-5004 or email 
uzhgorod380@gmail.com. 

 


