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Holy Ghost in Philadelphia 
Celebrates 135th Anniversary
Photos by Gerald Wutkowski Junior

On May 24, 2026, the Sunday of 
Pentecost, Bishop Kurt Bur-

nette celebrated the Hierarchical Di-
vine Liturgy at Holy Ghost Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Philadelphia in 
honor of the 135th Anniversary of 
the parish community.

“Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of 
Truth, everywhere present and filling 
all things, Treasury of Blessings and 

Giver of Life, come and dwell within 
us, cleanse us of all stain, and save our 
souls, O gracious One.”

For 135 years, the faithful of Holy 
Ghost Parish have witnessed to the 
beauty of the Byzantine Catholic 
Faith in Philadelphia through prayer, 
worship, and devotion to Christ and 
His Church. Very Reverend Andriy 
Kovach is Parochial Administrator, 

and Reverend Vasyl Kopyn is Priest-
in-Residence.

Mnohaya lita! Многая літа! мъногаꙗ 
лѣта!
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I Lift up my Eyes
Pastoral Reflections of Bishop Kurt

Before Destruction: Sinful Pride

“Before destruction a man’s heart 
is haughty, but humility comes 

before honor.”  Proverbs 18-12. In my 
years as a parish priest, I used to preach 

a series of sermons that I called “Sin 
101”.  Imagine that you decide to take a 
whole course of study on sin and virtue 
to receive a college degree with that ma-
jor, you might have to take a course as a 
Freshman called “Sin 101”.  It isn’t just a 
whole list of sins classified in more and 
more elaborate families or hierarchies, 
but it is the fundamental theory of sin.  
I believe that there are certain elements 
that are part of all sin, or at least lead up 
to sin.  So considering these elements 
one at a time is what I call “Sin 101”.

One of the elements of all sin is a lie.  
Since we instinctively seek our own 
good, it makes no sense for us to sin 
when we know it hurts us.  So every 
time we sin, we must first believe a lie, 
sometimes we naively believe a lie from 
somewhere else, but sometimes we cre-
ate our own lie to rationalize satisfying 
a sinful urge.  Jesus confirms this when 
he says that the devil, “does not stand in 

the truth, because there is no truth in 
him.  When he lies, he speaks according 
to his own nature, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies.”  John 8:44.  In the same 
passage, Jesus calls the devil “a mur-
derer from the beginning”, confirming 
that sin leads to death and the tempter 
desires our death, both our physical 
death and our eternal death of the soul.  
Indeed, the sin of Adam began with two 
lies, and the tempter still tells us those 
same two lies until today.  Before sin, 
he tells us you are as great as God and 
don’t need Him.  After sin, he tells us 

you are worthless and should hide in 
the bushes so that God can’t see you.  
By the way, the word “devil’ in Greek 
means “accuser” or “slanderer”.

Another element of every sin is pride, 
the subject of today’s column.  How-
ever, pride and lying are intertwined.  
Before we talk about sinful pride, it’s 
good to talk about what sinful pride is 
not.  Many of us believe, either from 
our culture or our upbringing, that it 
is a sin to think or believe good things 
about ourselves.  Conversely, we be-
lieve that the virtue of humility consists 
in thinking or saying bad things about 
ourselves.  One of the times my eyes 
were opened to this was a drawing I saw 
in a substance abuse treatment center 
for minors.  There was a drawing of a 
little boy saying, “I know I’m worth 
something, because God doesn’t make 
junk.”  Some pride is virtuous.  It is not 
a sin to say that I am made in the image 

and likeness of God.  That is a divinely 
revealed truth.  Genesis 1:26-27.  Since 
I am made in the image and likeness of 
God, it is not a sin to be proud of my 
body and reject shame.  Of course, we 
still have to cover parts our bodies ac-
cording to societal norms because of 
our fallen nature.  But Saint Paul says 
we cover certain parts of our body be-
cause they are more sacred, not because 
they are shameful.  The scriptures also 
say that we are made “male and female” 
in the same passage.  Genesis 1:27. 
Therefore it is virtuous to be proud of 
my male body, since I am male.  It is vir-
tuous for a woman to be proud of her 
female body, since she too was made 
that way in the image and likeness of 
God.  Someone born with different 
chromosomes should be proud and not 
ashamed.

What is the difference between sinful 
pride, the kind of pride that separates us 
from God, and good pride?  After anal-
ysis, it seems clear that sinful pride is a 
lie and virtuous pride is the truth.  In 
other terms, we can say unhealthy pride 
is a lie, and healthy pride is the truth.

In the Catholic tradition, we have enor-
mous emphasis on the virtue of humil-
ity.  However, humility can be either 
true or false, just like pride.  Many peo-
ple believe that humility means think-
ing less of yourself or cutting yourself 
down.  When you hear the phrase “false 
humility”, you know instinctively there 
is something wrong with it.  While false 
pride can be rather funny to observers, 

false humility is usually repulsive.  In 
his semi-autobiographical novel David 
Copperfield, Charles Dickens created 
the classic portrait of false humility.  
The character of Uriah Heep is a dis-
honest, manipulative, and greedy man 
who introduces most of his statements 
with “being so extremely humble”, 
though he pronounces it “ ‘umble”.  His 
proclamation of humility is only out-
done by his mother Mrs. Heep.  He in-
cessantly praises and flatters while brag-
ging about his humility.  His dishonesty 
is exposed in the climax of the novel 
after he steals all the wealth of a good 
and honest man.  Although our tradi-
tional spirituality puts a lot of empha-
sis on the virtue of humility, be careful 
that it doesn’t lead into false humility 
which is intrinsically evil because it is a 
lie.  As a holy Franciscan told me many 
years ago, “Father, doormat spiritual-
ity is a thing of the past in the Catholic 
Church.”

Another confusion in our quest for 
virtue is bragging.  Bragging is not the 
same thing as sinful pride.  Bragging is 
largely a matter of culture.  Some cul-
tures encourage bragging while others 
reject it.  In either case, it is a matter 
of social interaction governed by the 
rules of society and should not be con-
fused with sin or virtue which are in the 
soul.  For example, in the culture of the 
United States, it is common for a young 
man to say, whether he believes it or 
not, “When you look like me, you are 
lucky to get a date at all.”  If he says that 
in front of a friend from some South 

The Tower of Babel--”When the Most High confused tongues” Genesis 11:1-9 and the 
Tropar for Pentecost.  Pope Leo XIV contrasted the Tower of Babel with the rebuilding of 

the walls of Jerusalem in his first encyclical.  The first is man centered and the second is God 
centered. Woodcut by Gustave Doré

“Abreast, like oxen in a yoke, I with that heavy-soul went on.”  Purgatorio Canto XII Dante 
Alighieri.  At the base of Mount Purgatory, the saved are purged of the sin of pride, as pride 

is the foundation of all sin.  Dante bows down with the others, since he also has the sin of 
pride.  Pride is like carrying a boulder around.  An excellent book on character defects is 

called “Drop the Rock”.  Woodcut by Gustave Doré
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American countries, his friend will cor-
rect him, “What do you mean?  You are 
very good looking.  Many women desire 
you.”  In French culture, it is extremely 
unacceptable to brag about yourself in 
any way.  The point is, don’t confuse so-
cietal norms with Christian virtue.

To sum up so far, sinful pride or un-
healthy pride is a lie, and virtuous pride 
or healthy pride is the truth.  Sinful hu-
mility or false humility is a lie, and vir-
tuous humility is the truth.  Our guide 
is Jesus who said, “Learn from me for I 
am meek and humble of heart.”  Jesus 
didn’t lie about who He was nor say 
that He was less than He truly was.  In 
closeness to Jesus we will find virtuous 
humility and also good pride.  It is not 
false pride to say, “Jesus loves me so 
much that He died for me.”

The chief difficulty of sinful pride is 
that it is almost impossible to see it in 
ourselves.  By its very nature it is a false 
image of ourselves, and only by grace 
and help from outside is it possible to 
see what is false in ourselves.  That is 
one reason that God gave us a Church, 
a community to help us see when we 
are on the wrong path.  The difficulty 
of seeing our own pride is why it is so 
deadly.  It not only takes us down the 
path to death, but we cannot repent 
of something we don’t know is wrong.  
We cannot ask God for mercy when 
we believe there is nothing wrong with 
us.  In our tradition we ask for mercy 
for “voluntary and involuntary sins”.  In 
the Psalms, David prays, “Search me, O 

God, know my heart; try me, and know 
my thoughts.”

Since it is so difficult to see our own 
pride, here is a list of symptoms of sin-
ful pride.  And always remember: “sin-
ful pride” is a lie and “healthy pride” is 
simply the truth.  “False humility” is a 
lie, and “healthy humility” is simply the 
truth.

Symptoms of sinful pride:

Self pity. Victim thinking. Entitlement 
thinking. Thinking the world owes me 
a living. Judging other people. Holding 
a grudge. Refusing mercy. Believing I 
am always right. Self justification. Self 
absorption. Demanding other people 
agree with me. Demanding other peo-
ple listen to me. Demanding that other 
people hear “my side”. Cutting other 
people off. Talking too much. Not lis-
tening. Interrupting other people. Tell-
ing long stories about myself. Topping 
other people’s stories. Rudeness. Over 
sensitive, thin skinned, easily injured. 
Laughing at injuries or mistakes. Taking 
things personally. Believing I can con-
trol other people.  Believing I should 
control other people. Believing I can 
fix other people. Believing I should fix 
other people. Lack of patience. Cyni-
cism. Seeing the worst in the world. 
Seeing the worst in other people. Ac-
cusing. Blaming others. Believing there 
is no truth.  Believing no one knows 
the truth. Laziness. Demanding credit. 
Demanding recognition. Excessive self 
criticism. Perpetual anger. Expecting 

to be thanked. Refusing to thank other 
people. Wanting to be entertained all 
the time. Believing no one is like me, 
no one has my problems, no one has 
made my mistakes. Believing no one 
understands me. Believing no one can 
help me. Refusing to ask for help. Re-
fusing to accept help. Refusing to trust 
other people. Isolating. Lying. Inability 
to love. Inability to be loved. No sense 
of humor.

The deadliest ones on this list are: self-
pity, not listening, blaming, isolating, 
and lying.

Spending time with the list can be 
somewhat discouraging.  For that rea-
son, remember the last item on the list 
was “no sense of humor”.  One of the 
funny things about pride is that it is so 
difficult to see in ourselves, and so easy 
to see in others.

“O’er all the sand-waste, with a gradual fall, were raining down dilated flakes of fire.”  In-
ferno Canto XIV Dante Alighieri.  Sinners are punished for unnatural intercourse lying on 

burning sands with fire raining from above like Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Woodcut by Gustave Doré

Sisters of Saint Basil Announce Newly Elected 
Leadership Team

June 17, 2026, Uniontown, PA -- At the 
recent Chapter/Synaxis of the Sisters 
of Saint Basil, Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Province, the Sisters met to elect 
leadership for the next five years. Sister 
Susan Sisko was re-elected Provincial, 
and Sister Carol Petrasovich, Sister 
Barbara Jean Mihalchick, and Sister 
Margaret Ann Andrako were elected to 
the Provincial Council. Sister Carol was 
also re-elected Vicar/Assistant Provin-
cial.

The Chapter/Synaxis was held on Sat-
urday, June 13 - Sunday, June 14, fol-
lowing the regular liturgical prayer. The 
Chapter/Synaxis concluded on Sunday 
with a celebratory dinner. The newly 
elected leadership team requests your 
prayers for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, as they embark on the next five 

years of service to the Province, the Or-
der, and our Church.

A very special thank you goes to Sis-
ter Valentina Hadarau, our Chapter/
Synaxis facilitator. Congratulations to 
our new leadership team!

Sister Carol Petrasovich, Sister Susan Sisko, Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick, and Sister Margaret Ann Andrako
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Orientale lumen XXX 

“ecumenical crOssrOad: 

cOnsensus achieved -- 

what’s neXt?” 

St. John Paul II Shrine and Retreat House 
Washington, DC 
July 13-15, 2026 

Co-sponsored by 
the Orientale Lumen Foundation, 

the Likoudis Legacy Foundation, the Washington Theological Consortium and 
the Huffington Ecumenical Institute at HCHC 

  After three decades of Orientale Lumen conferences, ecumenical dialogue between Eastern Orthodox, 
Eastern Catholic, and Roman Catholic Christians has reached a critical stage. The agreed statements of Ravenna, 
Chieti, and Alexandria mark a significant theological convergence, particularly regarding primacy and synodality. 
The central ecclesiological question today is no longer whether consensus is possible, but how this convergence is 
to be received and embodied in the life of the Church of Jesus Christ.  This conference invites speakers to examine 
the concrete implications of these agreements and reflect on what is next in ecumenical dialogue.  
   The conference will begin with dinner on July 13 and end with dinner on July 15.  Plenary sessions with the 
five speakers will include their reflections and a panel discussion.   

Speakers: 

Cardinal Sean O’Malley 
Archbishop Emeritus of Boston, MA 

Archbishop Flavio Pace, Secretary 
Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity, the Vatican 

Bishop John Michael Botean  
Romanian Catholic Eparchy of Canton, OH 

Bishop Anthony Vrame, Director 
Greek Orthodox Holy Cross Orthodox Press, Boston, MA 

Reader Jack Figel, Founder and Chairman 
The Orientale Lumen Foundation, Fairfax, VA 

Dr. John Borelli, Moderator 
Special Assistant to the President, Georgetown University, Washington, DC 

Conference Fees: Faculty, Clergy and Religious     $ 295.00    $250.00 
Full Registration for All Others     $ 325.00    $275.00 

Meals are included in the registration fee.  Overnight accommodations at the Retreat House are available for 
$100/per person/per night.  Only single rooms are available; two rooms share one bathroom.  Free parking. 

Register online at:     https://olfoundation.net/upcoming-events/orientale-lumen-xxx/  

Icon of the First Six Ecumenical Councils 
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How often do you have the chance 
to sit down with a cardinal, arch-

bishops, bishops, clergy, theologians, 
and lay leaders, from the Orthodox and 
Catholic traditions—not across a for-
mal conference table, but in joint prayer 
or over coffee, meals, and evening con-
versations with others who deeply care 
about the unity of the Church? 

That spirit has defined the Orientale 
Lumen conferences for the last three 
decades, even continuing virtually 
through the pandemic. This summer 
the gathering returns for its thirtieth 
meeting, in person.

Orientale Lumen XXX will take place 
July 13–15, 2026, at the beautifully ren-
ovated retreat center of the Saint John 
Paul II National Shrine in Washington, 
DC. Since its beginnings in 1997, the 
conference has quietly become one 
of the rare places where Eastern Or-
thodox, Eastern Catholic, and Roman 
Catholic Christians come together not 
only for theological discussion, but also 
for genuine friendship and prayer.

Many who attend each year speak about 
the accessibility of the speakers and the 
relaxed atmosphere. Participants do 
not simply listen to presentations and 
leave. They ask questions freely, con-
tinue conversations at social receptions 
and in the hallways, and often form 
friendships that continue long after the 
conference ends.

This year’s conference comes at an im-
portant moment in ecumenical dia-
logue. Discussions will focus on recent 
agreements between Catholics and Or-
thodox concerning primacy and syno-
dality, and on how these agreements 
can be lived concretely in the life of the 
Church. Unity has been agreed upon: 
What’s next?

Among the speakers attending in per-
son will be Cardinal Seán O’Malley, 
retired Archbishop of Boston, long 
known for his concern for Christian 
unity and reconciliation. Also joining 

the conference is Archbishop Flavio 
Pace, Secretary of the Dicastery for 
Promoting Christian Unity in Rome, 
who is directly involved in the Catholic 
Church’s dialogue with the Orthodox 
Churches. Bishop Anthony Vrame of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, Di-
rector of Holy Cross Press, will bring 
an Orthodox pastoral and theological 
perspective, while Bishop John Mi-
chael Botean of the Romanian Catholic 
Diocese of Canton returns as one of the 
faithful participants who has been the 
Catholic co-patron of Orientale Lumen 
conferences throughout its thirty-year 
history. Reader Jack Figel, founder of 
the conference, will also offer personal 
reflections after decades of organizing 
these gatherings.

Important voices will also participate 
virtually by video, including Metropoli-
tan Job of Pisidia, Orthodox co-chair 
of the International Dialogue between 
the Catholic and Orthodox Churches, 
and Archbishop Borys Gudziak of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia.

As Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
said in a gathering in Constantinople, 
these conferences are a “grass roots” 
movement among lay persons and cler-
gy which provide a forum for Christians 
to learn about the “light from the east.” 
Over the years, Orientale Lumen has 
welcomed many respected figures from 
East and West, including Metropoli-
tan +Kallistos of Diokleia, Archbishop 
+Vsevolod of Scopelos, Archimandrite 
+Robert Taft, and numerous bishops, 
priests, theologians, monastics, and lay 
faithful. What has kept people return-
ing is not only the quality of the pre-
sentations, but the sense that authentic 
Christian encounter is still possible.

For Eastern Catholics especially, the 
conference offers a natural home: a 
place where the traditions of the Chris-
tian East are appreciated, where ques-
tions about Church unity are discussed 
seriously, and where participants can 
meet others who share love for the 

Eastern Churches and hope for recon-
ciliation among Christians.

There are multiple registration op-
tions (full 3-day attendance, 1-day at-
tendance, and discounts for clergy, 
faculty, and students). All the confer-
ence information can be found at: 
https://olfoundation.net/upcoming-
events/orientale-lumen-xxx/

Thirty Years of Friendship and 
Dialogue: Orientale Lumen 
XXX in Washington, D.C.

Icon of the Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils

SAVE THE DATES
2026 Marriage Jubilarian Dates

If you are celebrating a special Wedding Anni-
versary – 5-year increments, Please submit your 
name to your pastor to be included in this year’s 
Jubilarian Celebration.

October 4, 2026 (Sunday)

New York/New England Syncel-
late at Saint Nicholas, Danbury CT.  
3:00 PM

October 18, 2026 (Sunday)

New Jersey Syncellate at Saint 
Mary’s, Hillsborough 3:00 PM

October 25, 2026 (Sunday)

Pennsylvania Syncellates, Saint 
John’s Hazleton, PA 3:00 PM

November 14, 2026 (Saturday)

Middle States Syncellate, Epiphany 
of Our Lord, Annandale, VA 4:00 PM

The Vocations Office
is currently accepting 

applications for

Diaconate Formation
for the 2027-2030 
Academic Cycle

e-mail the Diaconate Vocations 
Director at: 

vocations@eofp.org
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In Baltimore...
Maryland Parishes visit Holy Annunciation Monastery

Patronage of the Mother of God Byzantine Catholic Church’s Eastern Catholic 
Formation (ECF) program chose for their annual Lenten Service Project to 

raise money for the nuns at Holy Annunciation Monastery in Sugarloaf, PA.

On a rainy Saturday morning, on April 25th, Very Reverend Vasyl Symyon, Paro-
chial Administrator of both Patronage of the Mother of God and Saint Gregory of 
Nyssa, led many of our ECF students, and their families, from Patronage Church, 
the Mission parish in Hagerstown, MD, and Saint Gregory of Nyssa, Beltsville, 
MD, on a mini-Pilgrimage to the monastery. The day began with a Moleben to 
the Theotokos in the chapel, served by Father Vasyl. Mother Kristina then gave a 
detailed history of their founding and the beautiful icons that cover their walls and 
ceiling. The nuns provided everyone with lunch, including farm-fresh milk, and 
delicious cookies they had baked. Our group then received a tour of the monas-
tery’s farm where the nuns care for more than 50 award-winning miniature horses, 
and many other animals essential to the operation of the monastery. We finished 
the day with a visit to the pantry and were able to purchase baked goods and items 
made by the nuns, along with religious articles from their gift shop. Despite the 
rainy day, everyone, especially the youth, had a very memorable experience, and 

learned more about the monastery and the role it plays in our Eparchy’s heritage 
and traditions. Many thanks to Mother Kristina and the nuns, at the monastery, 
for their hospitality and dedication to our Byzantine-Ruthenian Catholic Church.

People You Know

In New York...
Pentecost Sunday at Saint Mary’s Byzantine Catholic Church, New York City

“We have seen the true light. We have received the heavenly Spirit.”

On Sunday, May 24, the radiant feast of Pentecost, Saint Mary’s Byzantine Catho-
lic Church in New York City rejoiced as Linus Drembelas received the Holy Mys-
tery of Chrismation and Leon Schwartz received the Holy Mysteries of Initiation 
under the pastoral care of Reverend Edward Cimbala, Pastor of Saint Mary’s.

As the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles, so too does the Spirit continue to 
call souls into the fullness of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith.

Christ is among us! The Church is alive.

Photos: Gerald Wutkowski Jr. / Eparchy of Passaic

In Philadelphia...
Father’s Day

Following Divine Liturgy on Father’s Day, Holy Trinity Byzantine Catholic 
Church in Philadelphia hosted a parish coffee social honoring fathers, grandfa-

thers, godfathers, and all the men of the parish. During the Divine Liturgy, special 
prayers were offered in remembrance of the fathers who have fallen asleep in the 
Lord. Fathers in attendance also received small gift bags as a token of appreciation. 
Father Vasyl Kopyn is Priest-in-residence, and Father Paul Varchola West is Paro-
chial Administrator.
Right: George Bachovin receives his Father’s Day gift from Father Vasyl Kopyn.
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Around the Eparchy
In Perth Amboy...
Parish Celebrates Family Day, by Lisa Rebovich

Saint Michael’s and Saint Nicholas of Perth Amboy celebrated Family Day with 
our ECF children, sharing delicious food and a wonderful time together in 

community. We honored all of our mothers, fathers, and our ECF children. Also, 
our parishes celebrated the anniversary of Father John Zec on his First Liturgy 56 
years ago today. Reverend Edward Cimbala is Parochial Administrator and Rever-
end Vasyl Remitskyi-Parochial Vicar.

In Trumbull...
Saint John the Baptist, Trumbull, CT, Gathers for Summer Picnic

The beautiful grounds of Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church, 
Trumbull, CT, were the setting for its annual summer picnic and first “Bring-

a-Friend” Sunday on June 14, 2026.

More than 100 parishioners, relatives, and friends attended the Divine Liturgy 
celebrated by Father Gregory Lozinskyy, Parochial Administrator, and gathered 
for Saint John’s largest social event of the year. Parishioners were asked to bring a 

friend and/or relative to the event so that they could “Come and See” and experi-
ence the Divine Liturgy and fraternal community Saint John’s offers. Hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and beverages were provided by the parish supplemented by a delicious 
spread of food prepared by the parishioners to complete the family meal–from 
salads and some ethnic items, such as halupki, pirohi, and haluski, to desserts.

We were blessed with perfect weather so the children could enjoy the bouncy 
house and play games, while the adults had a relaxing afternoon to enjoy their 
meals in the company of relatives and friends.

In Wilkes-Barre 
Township...
Memorial Day Commemoration

The members of Saint John the Baptist in Wilkes-Barre Township commemo-
rated Memorial Day 2026 by celebrating a Panachida for the repose of fallen 

soldiers. Members of American Legion Post 815 marched from their Post to the 
church to attend the service celebrated by Reverend Mykhaylo Prodanets, Paro-
chial Administrator. Following the Panachida there was a parade and military ser-
vices at the Legion home.
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Priestly Reflections
Father Paul Varchola West

The Five Most Dangerous Words...

As many of you know, before at-
tending seminary, my education 

and career path was in the academic 
field of music. By utter chance, or per-
haps Divine intervention, I would end 
up specializing in a very niche academic 
field of study, ultimately becoming rec-
ognized as one of the nation’s leading 
scholars of the American composer 
Harry Partch (1901-1974). To this day, 
I am still active in researching, publish-
ing, and presenting on his work, also 
sitting on the executive board of direc-
tors of the Harry Partch Commission; a 
nonprofit dedicated to the preservation 
and study of his creative output. Why 
am I bringing all of this up?

Relationships.

Through the study and performance of 
his music, essays, theoretical writings, 
personal journals, and my personal writ-
ing/presenting on various topics, I feel 
as if I know Harry Partch personally (al-
though he died before I was born). Some-
times I even feel like he and I converse, 
and sometimes even argue through his 
work, almost like good friends. Given this 
relationship through his work, Harry has 
helped me to come to a rather significant 
spiritual and moral understanding.

In one particular essay, Partch says al-
most in passing that he believes the five 
most dangerous words in the English 
language to be “go and sin no more.” Be-
ing a person of faith, I always struggled 
with this. I would constantly mull over 
the statement, “arguing” with Harry as 
to the validity of this claim. Sometimes 
he would win. Sometimes I would gain 
the upper hand. Then, about a year ago, 
I decided that I was the decisive victor 
and that he was unequivocally wrong.

First, we need to realize that Partch’s 
parents were Christian missionar-
ies. Throughout his youth, Partch was 
mentally and emotionally abused by his 
mother. So, in many ways, his thought 
process was: my mother was abusive, 
she was Christian, therefore I am angry 
at the whole of Christianity. Clearly this 
anger and resentment is misdirected, as 
is often the case. We need to keep this in 
mind as we continue. Any “anti-Chris-
tian” sentiments in his work, whether 
explicit or implied, needs to be viewed 
in the light of this emotional baggage.

Anyway, he was wrong. I have come to 
the conclusion that the five most dan-
gerous words in the English language 
are “well, that’s not my problem.”

Think about it: “well, that’s not my 
problem.”

When people say this, seemingly ab-
solving themselves from any and all 
responsibility in a given situation, what 
they are really saying is, “well, I don’t 
want to deal with this for x,y,z reason, 
so I’m just going to push it off on some-
one else whose problem it really isn’t 
either.” When we say something isn’t 
our problem, we are solving nothing. 
I think specifically of John 9:1-38 and 
the instance of the man blind from 
birth. I encourage you to read this pas-
sage and focus on the section in which, 
when confronted about the miraculous 
occurrence, the parents of the man es-
sentially respond, “Don’t ask us, ask 
him. He is of age.”—basically saying, 
“well…that’s not our problem.” Sin-
cerely, read this passage and meditate 
on this, including all the emotional bag-
gage surrounding the parents, the man, 
and the Pharisees. The Evangelist John 
is certainly not scant on details!

As relational beings, we humans need 
to realize that while yes, perhaps we 
were not the one who precipitated 
the actions that “caused the problem,” 
nonetheless it IS our problem to solve. 

As John Lennon so eloquently said, 
“there are no problems, only solutions.” 
We have to realize that simply (and un-
deservingly) absolving ourselves of re-
sponsibility to a given issue, all we are 
doing is perpetuating said issue and 
making it worse, thereby becoming the 
one who causes someone else to say, 
“well, I didn’t do it, so that’s not my 
problem.”

In problem solving, we don’t have to 
take responsibility for the “problem,” 
only the responsibility for the solution. 
In focusing on solutions, this brings 
dialogue, communication, and unity 
rather than division, animosity, hate, 
anger, and the like.

We need to put our emotional baggage, 
and fears, aside and be the relational 
beings God created us to be. We need 
to focus on living a life of solutions—
solutions rooted in our faith in Jesus 
Christ and solutions for the Glory of 
God (just like in John 9!). Let us take 
the five most dangerous words in the 
English language and turn the phrase 
on its head!

“Well…let’s solve this together!”    

Annual Saint Nicholas Pilgrimage 
Sunday August 2, 2026 At Carpathian Village 

 

 
 
 
12:30 Noon  Welcome and Blessing of Pilgrims Begins 

(Pavilion Tent) 
1:00 PM Food Service Begins (Pavilion) 
1:30 PM Anointing Service (Shrine Bldg) 
2:00 PM Confessions Begin (Shrine Gazebo) 
3:15 PM Procession from Picnic Pavilion Tent to  
 Shrine Altar 
3:30 PM Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (Shrine Altar) 
 w/Ordination to Minor Orders 
 
Golf Cart service provided to those with mobility concerns. 

12:30PM	 Welcome and Blessing of Pilgrims  
	 Begins (Pavilion Tent)

1:00PM	 Food Service Begins (Pavilion)

1:30PM	 Anointing Service (Shrine Bldg)

2:00PM	 Confessions Begin (Shrine Gazebo)

3:15PM	 Procession from Picnic Pavilion Tent 
	 to Shrine Altar

3:30PM	 Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
	 (Shrine Altar)  
	 with Ordinations to Minor Orders

Goft Cart Service provided to those with mobil-
ity concerns.
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Searching the Scriptures
Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

Sojourners and Parishioners

Visiting New York City?
Come Worship With Us!

Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
Father Edward G. Cimbala, D.Min.—Pastor

246 East 15th Street, Manhattan, New York
212-677-0516

Sunday Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM

In his circular letter to Jewish Chris-
tians scattered  around what is now 

Turkey, Saint Peter exhorted them, “Be 
holy in all your conduct . . . and if you 
call on the Father who without partial-
ity judges according to each one’s work, 
conduct yourselves throughout the 
time of your sojourning in fear, know-
ing that you were not redeemed with 
corruptible things . . . but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 15-19).  

That word “sojourning” (Greek: pa-
roikia) has a long and meaningful his-
tory.  Peter’s readers would have rec-
ognized that they were not where they 
belonged. They were part of the Jewish 
Diaspora (1 Peter 1:1) scattered around 
the Mediterranean world ever since the 
Babylonian Exile in the 6th century 
BC. They would know from experi-
ence that aliens can have a tough time 
of life in a foreign country. They would 
also know from Scripture that sojourn-
ing had a long history in God’s plan.  
Abraham was a sojourner in the Prom-
ised Land for his entire life (Gen 17:8; 
20:1; 21:34; 26:3; Hebrews 11:9), and 
his descendants became oppressed so-
journers in Egypt (Wisdom 19:10). 
After the Babylonian exile, Jews might 
admit that they were tired of sojourning 
in hostile foreign environments (Psalm 
120:5-7) and long for Jerusalem but the 
overwhelming majority of them never 
returned home.  

The New Testament word paroikia 
gives us the English word “parish.” 

Documents nearly as old as the New 
Testament already use it to describe 
the local Christian communities. What 
were those original parishes like? At 
first they gathered in a rented room: 
the Upper Room where Jesus presid-
ed at the Mystical Supper, appeared 
to His disciples after His Resurrec-
tion, and sent down the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost. As they spread throughout 
the Mediterranean basin, they met in 
peoples’ homes (Romans 16:5; 1 Cor-
inthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15; Phi-
lemon 1-2). Wherever they met, they 
continued to learn from the teaching 
of the Apostles, they shared fellowship 
and meals, they offered the Eucharistic 
Liturgy ( the “breaking of the bread”), 
they prayed (Acts 2:42), and they orga-
nized works of charity (Acts 6). They 
also reached out to share the Gospel 
with anyone who would listen, as the 
Acts of the Apostles recounts, but these 
five expressions neatly summarize the 
life of the Church that gathered in each 
locality. It would be 250 years before 
the Church was free to build dedicated 
spaces for worship.

The word paroikia described communi-
ties on the move. They traveled for busi-
ness, for evangelization, and to escape 
persecution. St Paul supported himself 
making and selling tents (Acts 18:3-5) 
–the original mobile home! Some still 
had that Jewish awareness of being ex-
iled from Jerusalem. All of them knew 
the Psalmist’s words (119:19):  “I am a 
sojourner on the earth.”  Many of them 

would have heard the Apostle who 
wrote, “ We have here no enduring city.  
We are seeking one that is to come” 
(Hebrews 13:14).

So it is ironic that this word paroikia, 
connoting transient people in prog-
ress toward something better, became 
the name of the most solid and visible 
feature of church life: the landmark 
parish with its temple, rectory, hall, and 
maybe a school, convent, and cemetery 
besides! On Sinai, God gave Moses ex-
tremely detailed blueprints to build a 
proper worship space (Exodus 25-40).  
It was exquisite and costly; it was also 
totally portable. From that Tent, God’s 
glory led the Israelites through the wil-
derness for forty years. Many mission 
parishes relive the experience of build-
ing a portable Temple for the Lord in 
borrowed space Sunday after Sunday.

We still construct our worship spaces 
according to that Old Testament blue-
print and Saint John’s vision of the 
Heavenly Jerusalem (Revelation 21-22) 
but building up people is what makes a 
permanent—even eternal!– Church: 
“You are no longer strangers and so-
journers (paroikoi) but fellow citizens 
of the saints and members of the house-
hold of God, built on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the cornerstone in which 
the whole building . . . grows into a tem-
ple holy to the Lord , in whom you are 
also being built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 

2:19-22). The original Church that 
worshiped, prayed, learned, and served 
in people’s living rooms knew they were 
only passing through this world. Now 
as then, people change houses, schools, 
and jobs, often in new towns or states, 
and start over again and again. People 
will scatter, neighborhoods change, 
buildings outlive their usefulness. And 
so remnants must gather, believers 
must choose to sojourn together and, 
with the strength of numbers and di-
verse experiences, create new paroikiai 
vibrant enough to attract the lost and 
the seekers and large enough to provide 
the prayer, Liturgy, learning and fel-
lowship that makes a building a parish.     
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The Byzantine Liturgy
By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

The Rite of Christian Burial; The Prayer of Absolution

As part of accompanying those 
struggling with infertility through 

Springs in the Desert I offer a weekly 
virtual prayer group for women. These 
gatherings create a place for women 
going through similar struggles and 
complex emotions to pray, share with 
each other, and feel less alone. Re-
cently one of the women in our com-
munity who works in the healthcare 
field shared that a patient has a friend 
who suffered a stroke and is bedridden. 
Of all the friends this woman has, only 
two people continue to visit her. Only 
two people are willing (perhaps brave 
enough) to bear the discomfort of see-
ing someone who was once vibrant 
now so vulnerable. Only two people to 
show by their presence at her bedside 
that she is loved not in spite her suf-
fering, her weakness, her inability to 

carry on a conversation, but precisely 
because, as Saint Paul learned through 
his own suffering, “…power is made 
perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 
12:9, NRSV-CE). So, also, love is made 
perfect in the refining fire of weakness 
by the grace of Christ.  As much love as 
the visiting woman offers to her friend, 
the one who suffers offers an opportu-
nity for that love to be unleashed and 
find fruition. This story touched all of 
us in the prayer group, but what the 
woman in our group who shared next 
was powerful and has stayed with me. 
Our friend said that people (like her pa-
tient, and all of us in the prayer group) 
can brave the suffering of another and 
be with them in it because they are 
already “doing hard things.” In other 
words, if you know what it is to “do the 
hard things,” to feel pain, feel isolated, 

inadequate – to suffer – then your heart 
and soul are being trained to “do the 
hard thing” for the good of someone 
who suffers in their own way.

We all have much to be grateful to God 
for, and each of us can point to many 
blessings and good times in our lives. 
At the same time, we live in an imper-
fect and fallen world, meaning that we 
all must carry our crosses. Though the 
shape, number, and weight of these 
crosses shift and change they place bur-
dens on us that others may never be 
able to understand. Yet as hard as our 
personal suffering is, it very well may be 
that “doing the hard thing” of being with 
the one who suffers is harder still. Choos-
ing to stand at the cross with another 
person, feeling helpless and unable to 
take it from them, is very uncomfort-

able. To stand in that discomfort for 
the sake of loving the sufferer takes not 
only our will, but surrendering our-
selves and accepting the grace from 
God required to do it.

Back to our prayer group. The powerful 
yet perhaps not quite obvious insight 
that because you and I experience “hard 
things” we have a softness of heart that 
allows us to be with another person in 
his/her “hard thing” is at the heart of 
the Christian life. God, who knows us 
better than we know ourselves because 
He created us, still chose the path of 
redemption to begin with Jesus “know-
ing us” through His Incarnation, find-
ing fulfillment in His “doing the hardest 
thing” of all. God, who knows each of 
us through and through, chose the Way 
of the Cross so that our human minds 

Life, Love, and the Human Person
By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

The Gift in the Hard Things

The funeral rite for a Christian in 
church ends with a prayer for the 

forgiveness of sins, before the body is 
taken to the cemetery for burial.  The 
priest has an option of one of two 
forms, the first shorter and the second 
longer.  The short form is “May the 
Lord Jesus Christ our God, who gave 
his divine command to his holy dis-
ciples and apostles to bind and loose 
those who have fallen into sin, and from 
whom we also have received the obliga-
tion to do the same, forgive you spiritu-
al child whatever you have committed 
in this age voluntarily or involuntarily, 
now and ever and forever.” This prayer, 
as well as the longer form, quotes Scrip-
ture where our Lord gives power over 
forgiveness of sins to his apostles. (Mat-
thew 16:19; 18:18; John 20:22-23)

If we reflect on this, it might force us to 
ask questions about forgiveness after 
death.  When a Christian is dying, they 
ask for the sacraments, the anointing 
with oil.  When the priest blesses the 
oil, he prays, “sanctify this oil, making it 
for your servant. about to be anointed, 
a complete deliverance from (his, her) 
sins and an inheritance of the kingdom 
of heaven.”  Since grave sins must be 
confessed, the dying person also con-
fesses their sins and receives absolution 
from the priest.  A priest usually gives 
absolution, even if the person is physi-
cally unable to confess.  It is a point of 
belief, however, that once the person 
has died and their soul is separated 
from the body, no further forgiveness is 
possible.  Death is the moment of judg-
ment, and the goodness or evil of the 
person is fully revealed.  This is because 
the body, through one’s brain, may be 

able to distort the truth and cover our 
shame.  Death, however, reveals us to 
ourselves as we truly are, and judgment 
is therefore the revelation of God’s 
true judgment in regard to our soul.  A 
common image of the judgment is that 
we appear before St. Peter at the gates 
of heaven, and he consults a big book 
where all our good deeds and sins have 
been recorded.  This, however, was sim-
ply fertile imagination from the Middle 
Ages, and has nothing to do with real-
ity.  The Gospel of John tells us, “Nor 
does the Father judge anyone, but he 
has given all judgment to his Son ... all 
who are in the tombs will hear his voice 
and will come out, those who have 
done good deeds to the resurrection of 
life, but those who have done wicked 
deeds to the resurrection of condemna-
tion. ( John 5:22-28-29)”

Our faith tells us, “I expect the resur-
rection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. (Nicene Creed)” It is 
impossible for us to imagine a future 
dimensionless and timeless world, but, 
being human, we try our best.  There is 
a resurrection to come but we will deal 
with this is a future article, now we are 
asking about what we are doing when 
we pray for the forgiveness of sins in 
our funeral rites.  In theology, we hold 
that there cannot be “conversions” after 
death, we are judged on what we have 
done in life.  At the same time, however, 
our faith recognizes that there is a pro-
cess after death.  We come into the pres-
ence of God who is completely without 
sin, and so reason tells us that we must 
be purified of all the traces of sin in our 
being.  In the Catholic Church, this 
purification is called purgatory.  The 

Orthodox Church does not recognize 
any place called purgatory.  This has 
become one of the sharpest theological 
disagreements between the Churches, 
at times descending into mutual accu-
sations of heresy, though the core faith 
can be shown to be similar.

In the second prayer of absolution, 
then, the Orthodox prayer is, “but [if 
the departed] has repented of these 
with a contrite heart, may [God]  ab-
solve him (her) also from all these 
faults and bonds. And may all those 
things that proceed from the infirmity 
of human nature be given over unto 
oblivion and may He forgive him (her) 
everything, for the sake of His Love for 
Mankind.”  (Great Book of Needs, Vol 3, 
p. 213, Orthodox Church of America) 
The Catholic prayer, however, is more 
explicit: ”we have pardoned and ab-
solved your servant who has departed 
from us to you in faith, in the hope of 
resurrection, and in repentance, the 
sins which (he-she) committed on 
earth and for which (he-she) was par-
doned and absolved before death; .... if 
due to human frailty, (he-she) has not 
yet satisfied your justice, and is there-
fore restrained for a time from reposing 
among the saints and from seeing the 
light of your face in your light .... par-
don (him-her) completely and forgive 
all (his-her) transgressions..”  In both 
cases, we see that the departed is be-
ing forgiven of all the marks of sin for 
which they had repented.

As Catholics, what are we to believe of 
purgatory?  We are moved, in our imag-
ination, to think of it as a place of tor-
ment in time.  However, in the spiritual 

world, there is neither physical space 
or time.  Our minds have been misled 
by imaginations of physical torment, 
especially the medieval work of the Ital-
ian poet Dante.  The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church defines purgatory, “All 
who die in God’s grace and friendship, 
but still imperfectly purified, are indeed 
assured of their eternal salvation, but af-
ter death they undergo purification, so 
as to achieve the holiness to enter the 
joy of heaven. (§ 1030)” In 1999, Pope 
St. John Paul II taught, “Every trace of 
attachment to evil must be eliminated, 
every imperfection of the soul correct-
ed. Purification must be complete, and 
indeed this is precisely what is meant 
by the Church’s teaching on purgatory. 
The term does not indicate a place, but 
a condition of existence. “ In this way, 
we follow the passage in the Second 
Book of Maccabees, ““It is therefore a 
holy and wholesome thought to pray 
for the dead, that they may be loosed 
from sins.”    
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Are you a Byzantine/Eastern Rite Catholic that has relocated to the 
Charleston, SC area and miss attending the Divine Liturgy and other 
services?  The Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic is exploring the 
possibility of establishing an Outreach Community in the Charleston 
area.  Currently the closest Mission is in the Myrtle Beach area.  I'm 
working with one of the priests in Passaic to help gauge interest.  If 
there is sufficient interest, the plan would be to have a Liturgy some-
where in the Charleston area in the next few months. If you are inter-
ested, please send me an e-mail at michael-meador@sbcglobal.net.

School of Prayer
Father G. Scott Boghossian

He Who Prays Is Saved

ECL Subscription 
Information

If you are holding a copy of this issue but are not a subscriber… here is how you can 
get your very own subscription to Eastern Catholic Life.  If you belong to a Parish, 
please ask your Pastor or Administrator to add you to the ECL subscription list for 
the parish, and he/she will send me your name.  You will pay the parish directly for 
the subscription.  If you are not a parishioner of one of our Parishes, you may sub-
scribe by sending a check for $20.00 per year, to Eastern Catholic Life, 445 Lacka-
wanna Avenue, Woodland Park, NJ  07424.  Yearly renewal bills will be sent after the 
first year.  If you have an address change or need to cancel a subscription you may 
email me at mfrench@eofp.org or call the Eparchy of Passaic at 973-890-7777.  As a 
courtesy, the ECL is also posted on our website after the mail copies have gone out at 
eparchyofpassaic.com

Maureen French 
ECL circulation editor

and senses could grasp not only the 
enormity of the sacrifice, but that God 
would willingly enter into our experi-
ence of pain, isolation, and suffering, 
only multiplied exponentially.  The 
Creator knows His creatures, yet will-
ingly suffers to, in a way, prove that He 
knows the weight of their pain from the 
inside. By His birth into a human fam-
ily, His ministry to the sick, the poor, 
and to sinners, Jesus taught us how to 
live and how to love one another. He 
showed us the face of God and invited 
us to the conversion of heart that would 
lead us to seeing God face-to-face in 
eternity. Jesus taught us how to be hu-
man.

Through unjust persecution, the agony 
of torture, and shamefully enduring the 
death of a criminal, Jesus shows each 
one of us, right here in our time, that 
there is a gift to be found in “the hard 
thing” – and even in the hardest thing 
of all. Jesus shows us that because His 
Cross is a “Fruitful Tree,” so our crosses 
can be fruitful, for the good of others, 
and toward our salvation.

Jesus’ resurrected body still bore the 
wounds of torture, proof to the dis-
ciples that He was the same person 
who was crucified, the same one they 
had followed and lived with for years. 
Though we cannot see His wounds or 
touch them as Thomas did, He still car-

ries them as open invitations for us to 
place our own wounds in them. Jesus 
did the hard thing for our salvation, and 
in doing so He not only showed what 
doing that could accomplish, but that 
He knows and is with us in our own hard 
things. 

“We can be sensitive, understanding, 
and have the heart to do the hard thing 
for others because we’re doing hard 
things ourselves.” In a virtual group 
where I lead prayer and facilitate shar-
ing among the participants, this state-
ment lead me to consider all the hard 
things in my life (loss of jobs, death of 
loved ones, infertility) through the lens 
of gift. Maybe you can identify the hard 

things in your life and do the same. This 
is not to discount our suffering or pre-
tend it’s easy, but to acknowledge that 
“in weakness there is power,” and in 
pain there can be purpose. A heart that 
endures the hard things is more willing 
and able to stand at the cross of another, 
perhaps not without fear or discomfort, 
but with the powerful gift of love given 
to us by Jesus, who did the hard thing for 
us.     

Charleston Area Outreach Interest

“It is certain that he who prays 
is saved; he who prays not is 

damned”—Saint Alphonsus Liguori.

The Bible, the Fathers, and the great 
saints teach that if we don’t pray, we 
won’t be saved. God tells Cain, “sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires you, 
but you must master it” (Gen. 4:7). 
Our Lord also says, “Watch and pray, 
that you do not fall into temptation. 
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak” (Mt. 26:41).

In the same spirit, when Satan tempts 
us, God says, “Call upon Me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliver you, and 
you will honor Me” (Ps. 50:15). “The 
LORD is near to all who call on Him… 
He hears their cry and saves them” (Ps. 
145:18–19).

The Apostle Paul writes that we must 
“pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17), 
“pray in the Spirit at all times” (Eph. 
6:18), “Devote yourselves to prayer” 
(Col. 4:2), and be “persistent in prayer” 
(Rom. 12:12). He tells us that “every-
one who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved” (Rom. 10:13). To “call on 
the name of the Lord” is to pray. There-
fore, everyone who prays will be saved.

Do not stop praying! Jesus “spoke a par-
able to them that they must always pray 

and not give up” (Lk. 18:1). Likewise, 
Saint Catharine of Bologna (1413–
1463) says, “The person that gives up 
on the practice of prayer cuts that string 
which binds the soul to God.” In the 
Lausiac History, the desert father Abba 
Diocles says if a man neglects prayer, he 
“very shortly becomes either a beast or 
a demon.” In her autobiography, Saint 
Teresa of Avila (1515–1582) writes 
that: “When a soul abandons prayer, it 
is as if she cast herself into hell without 
any need of devils.” “In response to our 
abandoning our prayer rule, the Lord 
abandons our soul,” writes Saint Nilus 
of Sinai (365–451). Saint John Chryso-
stom (c. 349–407) says, “As the body 
without the soul cannot live, so the soul 
without prayer is dead and emits an of-
fensive odor,” and “It is simply impos-
sible to lead a virtuous life without the 
aid of prayer.”

On the other hand, “whosoever perse-
veres in prayer, let him hold for a cer-
tainty, that with however many sins the 
devil may surround him, the Lord will 
eventually bring him into the haven of 
salvation,” says Saint Teresa of Avila. 
She also says, “that it is on this account 
that the devil labors so hard to with-
draw souls from prayer, because he well 
knows that he has missed gaining those 
who faithfully persevere in prayer.” So 
great was her desire to see everyone 

saved that she wanted to go to the top 
of a mountain and cry out to all: “O 
souls! Pray, pray, pray!” Because with-
out prayer, constant prayer, we cannot 
be saved.

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274) 
says that “after baptism man needs 
to pray continually, in order to enter 
heaven: for though sins are remitted 
through baptism, there still remain the 
fomes (tinder) of sin assailing us from 
within, and the world and the devils as-
sailing us from without” (ST III, q. 39, 
a. 5). Saint Thomas further taught that 
Adam fell because he “failed to have re-
course to divine help” (ST I, q. 94, a. 4, 
ad 5), that is to say, Adam failed to pray.

Similarly, the Belgian Jesuit theologian 
Lessius (1554–1623) states, “It must 
be held as a truth of faith that prayer is 
necessary for adults in order to attain 
salvation, as is gathered from Scripture; 
for prayer is the means without which 
the help necessary for salvation cannot 
be obtained.”

Saint Alphonsus Liguori (1696–1787), 
bishop, and Doctor of the Church, 
writes: “Having observed that so many 
passages, both of the Old and the New 
Testament, assert the absolute neces-
sity of prayer, I have made it a rule to 
introduce into all the missions, as given 

by our Congregation for several years, 
a sermon on prayer; and I say, and re-
peat, and will keep repeating as long as 
I live, that our whole salvation depends 
on prayer; and, therefore, that all writ-
ers in their books, all preachers in their 
sermons, all confessors in their instruc-
tions to their penitents, should not in-
culcate anything more strongly than 
continual prayer. They should always 
admonish, exclaim, and continually 
repeat, Pray, pray, never cease to pray; 
for if you pray, your salvation will be se-
cure; but if you leave off praying, your 
damnation will be certain. All preach-
ers and directors ought to do this; be-
cause, according to the opinion of ev-
ery Catholic school, there is no doubt 
of this truth, that he who prays, obtains 
grace and is saved; but those who prac-
tice it are too few, and this is the reason 
why so few are saved.”

“There is nothing more powerful than a 
man who prays”—Saint John Chrysos-
tom.     
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Typicon And Chancery Office Schedule
July, 2026
3	 Fourth of July, 

250th Anniversary of the United States 
Chancery Closed

20	 Holy Prophet Elijah 
Simple Holyday

August, 2026
6	 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Solemn Holyday
15	 Dormition of the Theotokos 

Holyday of Obligation
29	 Beheading of John the Baptist 

Simple Holyday
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please contact:

Father David J. Baratelli, Ed.S., M.Div. 
Safe Environment Program Coordinator 

732-280-2682

Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D. 
Victim’s Assistance Coordinator • 516-623-6456

The Heart 
of the

God-Bearer
Prayer, Fellowship, and Talks

ft. Mother Natalia from Christ the
Bridegroom Monastery

BYZANT INE  YOUNG ADULT
CONVOCAT ION

JULY 31-AUGUST 2, 2026
ST. MARY BYZANTINE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ

To register, visit 
heartofthegodbearer.org

Girls Camp

4th Annual

Saint Therese
Pilgrimage

September 26, 2026
Holy Annunciation Monastery

403 West Country Road, Sugarloaf, PA 18249

For more information: 
1-800-882-0028 

giftfromthenuns@ptd.net 
www.byzantinediscalcedcarmelites.com


