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BLESSED PETER PAUL OROS BEATIFICATION

by Father Ryan Liebhaber

Father Ryan and Seminarian Benjamin Ancocik processing to the Beatification

On September 27" 2025, Blessed
Peter Paul Oros was beatified in
Bilky, Ukraine as a “priest-martyr” of
the Ruthenian Greek Catholic Church.
I was blessed to be able to attend this
beatification as the representative of
the Eparchy of Passaic. What follows
is my account of this wonderful experi-
ence,  hope you enjoy reading about it!

Although Bishop Kurt had originally
planned to attend the beatification,
he decided to cancel his trip due to an
unforeseen issue with his passport re-
newal process. Bishop Kurt had invited
me to accompany him as his assistant
(at my own expense), but after cancel-
ing his travel plans he notified Bishop
Teodore Matsapula of Mukachevo that
I would serve as the official representa-
tive for the Eparchy of Passaic — a very
unexpected surprise for me!

The first leg of my journey to Ukraine
was returning to Austria, specifically
the International Theological Institute
(ITI) where I had completed my stud-
ies for the priesthood (and where two
current Passaic seminarians are being
formed: Seminarians Alexander Go-
mez and Jacob Nacash - keep them in
your prayers!). Accompanying me to
Austria was my son, Ryan Junior, who
was entering his final year of bachelor
degree studies at the ITI (not as a semi-
narian).

Bishop’s Summer Travels—p2-5

Anyone who studies at the ITI will
come to know the very skilled iconog-
rapher, Mrs. Ruta Schweighofer, who
offers iconography courses to the stu-
dents. Although Lithuanian by birth,
Mrs. Schweighofer married an Austrian
after graduating from the ITT, and now
lives in Trumau, the town in which ITI
is located (about 20 miles south of Vi-
enna). As I finished my studies in June
of 2024, I asked Mrs. Schweighofer if
I could commission an icon from her
that would depict all five of the Ruthe-
nian Bishops who were martyred and/
or imprisoned by the Soviets: Blessed
Theodore Romzha, Blessed Pavel
Gojdi¢, Blessed Basil Hopko, Blessed
Peter Paul Oros, and Servant of God
Alexander Chira. I had never seen such
an icon before, nor did I believe that
one existed, although icons of all of
these individual bishops can be found
within the churches of our eparchy. She
accepted my request, and began writ-
ing this unique icon of our five Holy
Ruthenian bishops (while balancing
her obligations as a wife and mother
of four young children!). Although
my initial hope was to bring this icon
to the beatification of Peter Paul Oros,
originally scheduled for May of 2025 in
Bilky, Ukraine, she was unable to meet
this goal given the shorter time-line.
However, when Pope Francis passed on
April 21%, 2025, all beatifications with-
in the Church were placed on hold, and

Mission Celebrates Beatification—p7

the new beatification dates would only
be released after the election of the new
pope. This totally unexpected change
of circumstances provided an oppor-
tunity to complete the icon before the
beatification! After Pope Leo XIV was
elected and inaugurated this past May,
the new schedule of beatifications was
announced, with Peter Paul Oros’s be-
ing set for September 27" 2025. This
new date allowed enough time for the
icon to be completed before the beatifi-
cation — an amazing turn of events. The
icon was barely finished — the final paint
was still drying when it was boxed up
for travel to Ukraine.

Although Mrs. Schweighofer was unfa-
miliar with these five bishops prior to
starting this icon, she grew very close

with the war. Upon arriving at the bor-
der, we came to find out that Ukraine
has strict regulations on the import of
gold into the country, and because the
icon was made with gold-leaf gilding,
the military border-guards were against
allowing us into the country without
first paying custom duties on it. Thank-
fully, Seminarian Ancoéik could com-
municate with the border guards using
his eastern Slovak dialect, which en-
abled us to fully explain our situation
and why we were travelling with this
large golden icon. After many prayers
and along wait, an exception was grant-
ed under the condition that the icon
leave Ukraine immediately after the
beatification ceremony — to which we
wholeheartedly agreed!

Seminarian Benjamin Ancocik and Mrs. Schweighofer showing Bishop Teodore the icon of
the S Ruthenian Bishops

to them during the many hours she
spent researching and working on it—
and thus likewise desired to attend the
beatification. Also accompanying us to
the beatification was Seminarian Ben-
jamin Ancocik, a Slovak who is study-
ing at ITI under the sponsorship of the
Eparchy of Parma. The journey from
Trumau to Bilky was not extremely
long, only a seven-hour car drive, but
the Ukrainian border is notoriously un-
predictable given the current situation

Trenton “Come & See”—p10-11

Our emotional roller-coaster, however,
was long from over! Upon arriving at
the beatification, to our great surprise
we learned that Peter Paul Oros was
not being beatified as a bishop, but
rather a priest! This news caused our
spirits to plummet - he was vested as
a bishop on the icon, and thus was not
suitable for public display (or so we
thought). To our great pleasure, when
the icon was shown to Bishop Teodore,
the advocate of the canonization pro-

...continued on page 6

Obituaries—p12
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I LIFT uP MY EYES

Pastoral Reflections of Bishop Kurt

I'was in Harrisburg for the funeral of the father of Father Frank Hanincik and Anne Koshute.
The domes were spectacular in the early morning light.
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I did a lot of traveling again since May. One of my closer trips was to Washington DC for the
Knights of Columbus International Convention. At the National Basilica, I think I saw the
largest flower arrangement of my life.

A mosaic icon of Saint Ann in Harrisburg

T visited our church in McAdoo. This exquisite painting of the Protection of the Mother of
God is the central art on the ceiling. We have some beautiful art in our churches, don’t we?
The immigrants built these magnificent churches while working long hours for small wages in
the mines and factories. 1 was able to visit Father Peter Donish while there. He is always so
full of joy, no matter how bad his health problems, so sunny!
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One of the highlights of the year was the ordination to the priesthood of Father Steven Russo. I was honored to attend the anniversary of the Ukrainian school in Passaic. This photo is of
The sacramental mystery took place at this beautiful church of Saint Catharine in Spring Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Church in Passaic, not far from our Cathedral.
Lake, New Jersey. It was built by wealthy Italians to commemorate their only daughter

who died young. ) bt

a ticket to fly there, but I made a mistake renewing my passport and had to cancel. Father

Newly ordained Father Stephen Russo is giving his first priestly blessing to one of the many Ryan Licbhaber rep reseﬁiiddr;; ;ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁi}%ﬁgh% y new passport arrived

people who traveled from all over the northeast for this event.

I had the sad duty to bury Monsignor Robert Senetsky, faithful servant of the Lord and of The beatification of Father (or Bishop) Peter Paul Oros, one of the countless people slaugh-
our Eparchy, at the age of ninety. He studied canon law in Rome when it was still taught in ~ tered by the atheistic communists during their reign of terror in the former Soviet Union and
Latin. A man of many talents, he taught shooting to the FBI! I snapped a photo of some of its empire. About half of our priests were sent to Siberia for a minimum of ten years.

his shooting trophies.
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You know you are in a tropical climate when you see these beautiful “bird of paradise” flow-
ers. The USCCB meeting was in San Diego this summer. I remember these flowers from my
grandparents” house in Wilmington, California when I was a child.
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I have taken so many pictures of the CN Tower in Toronto, but this one is at night with city
lights. It's not the CNN tower. Canadian National is the train company. The tower was not
built for a broadcasting tower, but to show their pride in their country.

One evening, the bishops were the guests of the United States Navy on the aircraft carrier
USS Midway—now a museum. This is me with Navy Chaplain Father Jason Dechenne.
He is dressed up and I'm dressed down.

I got to take a boat ride on Lake Ontario, and saw this three-masted schooner, also a tourist
boat, operating under motor power. There wasn’t enough wind I reckon.

One of the sights of San Diego is this famous hotel on Coronado Island. Many people believe
this is where Wallis Simpson met the future King of England. Their marriage, her third mar-

riage, is considered a scandal by many, but the greatest romance in history by many women.
He gave up the throne of the British Empire for her!

Left: I made a brief trip to visit our parishes
in Canada this summer. To prove it, I
snapped this photo of some Royal Canadian
Mounties. They saw me take the picture and
waved. They are proud of their uniforms
and used to tourists.

¥ =

Toronto has a lot of fun public art. This bronze rhinoceros is riding a bicycle-built-for-four.
You can sit in the seat behind the dog (in a suit) and the rabbit (in a dress with heels), and
have your picture taken. I should have had my picture taken in the seat.
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The word “awesome” is overused and has lost its force. One remembers what the word “awe
really means when near this glorious waterfall. It is impossible to imagine the power without
standing next to this mighty living work of God.

Right: There are a lot of changes happening at Uniontown, as you may have seen at the last
Otpust. Remember the Perpetual Help chapel with all the candles in the main house? It’s
gone now, but I'm happy to tell you that Bishop Earl Fernandes, the Bishop of Columbus,

rescued the altar. It is now in the Bishop’s chapel at his residence in Columbus, Ohio,
saved for another generation.

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC
EPARCHY OF PASSAIC
2025 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Donate now through June 1, 2026

Online at eparchyofpassaic.com or by pledge card

Eparchy of Passaic, 445 Lackawanna Avenue
Woodland Park, NJ 07424

r—_—_—_—_—_—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

l BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF PASSAIC Please pledge online at eparchyofpassaic.com I
2025 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAI or mail check payable to Epathy of Passaic

| in the envelope provided. |

I Remember that each Parish that reaches or exceeds their Goal I

| receives a refund of 40% of the total amount contributed. |

l U $2,500.00 O $1,000.00 J $500.00 l

I U $250.00  Other$ I

I I

New Address or Correction Q full payment enclosed

I Name: Q first payment enclosed; | will be billed for 4 additional installments. I

I St.reet: - The 2025 Bishop’s Appeal will run through the end of our fiscal year, June 1, 2026. I
City, State, Zip: Contributions received prior to December 31, 2025 will count toward your 2025 tax year.

I Parish: Acknowledgement letter for tax purposes will be mailed prior to January 31, 2026. I

L —_— _— —_— —_— —_— _— —_— —_— _— —_— —_— —_— _— _— —_— —_— _— —_— —_— —_— _— —_— —_— _— —_— —_— —_— J
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...continued from page 1
cess, he reassured us that no changes to
Peter Paul Oros’s vestments were need-
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some of the smaller commemorations
said in Ukrainian, Hungarian, Slovak,
and English. Bishop Robert Pipta of

Father Ryan at the memorial to the faithful killed in the current war just outside the
Uzhhorod Cathedral

ed! Although he was being beatified as
a “priest-martyr,” it is still understood
that he was clandestinely consecrated
a bishop by Blessed Theodore Romzha
in 1944, and is thus considered to be an
underground bishop of the Ruthenian
Church. Because the canonical require-
ments of beatifying a bishop require ex-
tensive documentation of the episcopal
ordination, which was not available in
the case of Blessed Peter Paul Oros,
he was put forward as a priest-martyr
instead of a bishop-martyr. Bishop
Teodore assured us that the icon was

Parma concelebrated the beatification
liturgy, serving as the representative of
Archbishop William Skurla as the only
Ruthenian American bishop in atten-
dance. It was truly a remarkable day
that will always stay with me and, I'm
sure, everyone else who attended.

This trip provided me an opportu-
nity to understand the roots of our
American Byzantine Catholic Church
in an even deeper way. Blessed Peter
Paul Oros was born in 1917 in Biri,
Austria-Hungary, a  Subcarpathian

Father Ryan and Seminarian Benjamin Ancocik with the icon at the relics of Petro Oros in
the Uzhhorod Cathedral

perfect as it was, and furthermore, it
should absolutely not be changed!

The night before the beatification, the
air-raid sirens sounded several times,
awakening many of the already weary
travelers. Increasing the anxiety was
the fact that there had been a signifi-
cant Russian attack on a factory in Mu-
kachevo a couple weeks prior, which is
only 30 miles from Bilky. Despite this,
the day of the beatification was exhila-
rating and absolutely beautiful - the sun
was shining, there was a light breeze,
and skies were clear. Bilky is a small
village, which was overflowing with
clergy and pilgrims from around Sub-
carpathia, Europe, and the world - all
who came to attend this beatification
of the Church’s newest saint. During
the outdoor beatification Liturgy, there
was a large canvas screen next to the
altar, and as the decree of beatification
was read in Latin by the Papal Legate,
Cardinal Grzegorz Rys, the screen was
retracted to reveal an icon of Blessed
Peter Paul Oros. The Liturgy was
conducted in Church Slavonic, with

town that still falls within the borders
of modern-day Hungary. However,
most of Subcarpathia was given to the
newly formed nation of Czechoslova-
kia after the First World War, and this
is the nation that Blessed Peter Paul
Oros grew up in. His mother-tongue
was Rusyn (Ruthenian), and his last
name, “Oros,” literally means “Russian”
in Hungarian - a clear indication of his
ethnic background. In 1939, Subcar-
pathia was taken by Hungary after the
breakup of Czechoslovakia, and thus,
when Blessed Peter Paul was ordained
a priest on June 26%, 1942, and con-
secrated a bishop on December 19%,
1944, all of Subcarpathia again laid
within the Hungarian borders. How-
ever, on January 22™ 1946, after the
defeat of the Axis Powers in World War
Two, the major portion of Subcarpathia
was given by Stalin to Soviet Ukraine,
to include the cities of Uzhhorod, Mu-
kachevo, and Bilky. Thus, Blessed Peter
Paul Oros and the other Subcarpathian
inhabitants found themselves living in
yet another country and under the rule
of the Soviets, who would cause his

eventual martyrdom on August 27%
1953. It is hard for us to imagine living
in the same area for only 36 years, and
your country changing around you four
different times!

Travelling with Seminarian Benjamin
Ancoctik was a huge blessing, and also
added greatly to this already amaz-
ing experience. He is a native of the
Kosice Eparchy in Slovakia, the son and
grandson of Greek Catholic priests,
and provided great perspectives on our
Church in Europe. He explained that
our Bishops Gojdi¢ and Hopko are
primarily venerated by Greek Catho-
lics in Slovakia, because they served in
the areas that now fall within the bor-
ders of modern-day Slovakia. On the

|- - -

other hand, Bishops Romzha, Oros
and Chira are primarily venerated in
Subcarpathian Ukraine, because they
hailed from and served in regions that
now fall within the borders of mod-
ern Ukraine. In America, however, we
venerate all of these Holy Bishops, be-
cause when our Byzantine-Ruthenian
Church was established prior to the
First World War, our people came from
all of these regions, which were united

2k =
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under the Hapsburg Monarchy. This
reminded me of a story that my former
spiritual director, Father John Zeyak
of blessed memory, used to tell. When
Father John was a child growing up in
Trenton, New Jersey, the other children
he played with would identify them-
selves as Italian, Polish, Irish, etc.. But
when asked what his ethnicity was, he
was unsure, so he'd simply say “Greek
Catholic” I was always struck by the
beauty of this story, and that our fore-
bearers were a people who identified
themselves more by their Faith than
nationality! After this incredible ex-
perience, I see better how blessed our
American Byzantine Catholic Church
is — we are truly united to one another
by our shared Eastern Catholic Faith.

The icon of the five Ruthenian bishops
traveled safely back to America with me
and is currently residing in my parish
in Ohio (where I serve on loan from
Passaic to the Archeparchy), but it will
soon travel to our Chancery in Wood-
land Park. It was truly my honor to
represent the Eparchy of Passaic at the
beatification of Peter Paul Oros, a sig-
nificant event in our Church’s history.
Glory to Jesus Christ!

Father Ryan and the iconographer Mrs. Schweighofer at the initial burial site of Blessed
Petro Oros’s in Bilky
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A “UNITED” BEATIFICATION

CELEBRATION

By Andréa Kakuk, Blessed Peter Paul Oros Byzantine Catholic Mission

On September 27%, Transcarpath-
ia, Ukraine was not the only place
in the world celebrating the beatifica-
tion of priest-martyr & bishop, Peter
Paul Oros. Thousands of miles away in
Fort Mill, SC, the Petro Oros Byzantine
Catholic Mission was also full of pride
on this special day.

After the new date of Bishop Peter
Pau’sl beatification was announced
this past summer, the Charlotte Metro
area Byzantine mission created an op-
portunity to bring the European cel-
ebration to a growing region of the
United States. The day started with a
reverent Divine Liturgy and an ethnic
potluck, which attendees said brought
back memories of “the old country”
with dishes such as halupki, halushki &
borscht soup. Chaplain Jon Tan, a first-

i

ing a namesake. However, little was
known about him. Who exactly was Pe-
ter Paul Oros? Determined to answer
that question, longtime parishioner
and Southeast Carpatho Rusyn-So-
ciety Chapter Liaison, Bonnie Burke,
went straight to work. Putting together
a display about Father Peter Paul’s life
was not an easy task. After reading Pe-
ter Paul Oros: His Life and Martyrdom and
Finding a Hidden Church by Fr. Christoper
Zugger, her vision came together.

Bonnie believes “it is important to
share stories of Father Petro at a time
when our [Ruthenian] church was out-
lawed: priests suffered interrogation,
persecution, the Gulag (Soviet Labor
camps), and constant fear during the
time of Communism, all because they
refused to join the Orthodox Church

Piecing together Blessed Petro’s life & deeds

time visitor, shared his thoughts, “As a
Roman Catholic, visiting the Peter Paul
Oros Mission for the Byzantine liturgy
was an enriching experience. It remind-
ed me of the shared universality of our
Catholic faith in God. The chanting
made prayers feel deep and touching. I
found out that after each liturgy; there
is fellowship with the rest of the church
goers. Dinner was great and everyone
was very welcoming. I am glad I visited.
I will come back”Word of the special
day reached as far as Knoxville, TN. Ru-
thenian Catholics Christina Orosa and
husband made the trip for a chance to
meet the welcoming Byzantine church
family, and to take home kolacky, nut
roll, and paska for their kids.

In May of 2024, the Byzantine Catholic
Community of Fort Mill was renamed
the Peter Paul Oros Byzantine Catho-
lic Mission by Bishop Kurt Burnette.
Members were grateful for finally hav-

of Moscow.” Although written records
of Father Peter Paul were not kept, we
know he is the youngest bishop of the
Byzantine Catholic Church. We can
only rely on testimonies of those who
knew the “priest in tattered clothes”
70+ years ago. Bonnie goes on to say,
“Ilook at our icon of Blessed Peter Paul
Oros with more admiration and grati-
tude now. Our Byzantine faith is hand-
ed down from generation to generation.
That beautiful passing on of knowledge
was my purpose in promoting Father
Peter Paul’s life for our celebration. We
are the first mission in the Eparchy [of
Passaic] named for this modern-day
martyr. That is incredibly special and
puts us on the map.”

“The Little Mission That Could” found
yet another way to connect to the Cath-
olic community despite challenges.
Father Oros, too, faced challenges and
never lost faith. The newly “Blessed Peter

Father Vasyl Sokolovych serving the Divine Liturgy

Paul Oros Byzantine Catholic Mission”
is not losing faith either and is proof
that the legacy of Bishop Peter Paul
Oros will stand the test of time.

Traveling South on I-77?

Check out the Blessed Peter Paul Oros
Byzantine Mission of Fort Mill, SC. We
are minutes away from exit 85 and look
forward to welcoming you.

www.carolinabyzantine.com or email
petromissionfortmill@gmail.com

1944 - 1991

TRANSCARPATHIA UNDER THE USSR

1944, October - The Red Army occupies
Transcarpathia.

1945, June 29" - Transcarpathia officially becomes
part of the USSR,

1845-1947, - Arrosts begin of Greek Catholic
priests and the closing or transfer of churches to
the local Orthodox churches. Two priests were
shot and 20 were imprisoned.

1947, October 27 - After serving a Divine Liturgy
with 83,000 in attendance, Bishop Romzha and
entourage was attacked in his carriage by a KGB
truck. He was taken to the hospital and was
making good recovery. On November 1%, the nun
who would not leave his side was ordered out of
the room. The bishop was then poisoned and died.

1948, Dec - Priestly activities were prohibited,

1949, Jan - Persecution extended to the entire
eparchy. Some sxamples were priest's mouths
stuffed with clay to stop the screaming, and a
pregnant wife of a priest was beaten in front of her
husband. Religion could not be taught in the
schools or homes, and atheism was taught to the
young. All the Greek Catholic churches were
confiscated.

1953, March 5 - Stalin dies, persecution continues
with fewer mass armests.

1855-56, After Stalin's death, 104 priests returned
home from prison after 15 years in prison. Mamy
came home sick, disabled and died of camp
dissases, Some priests got jobs and continued with
sscrot ministrios.

19848, First public Divine Liturgy in Uthorod Greek
Catholic Cathedral and gradual restoration of GCC
In Transcarpathia.

1989, Nov 29 Restoration and free existence of the
Greek Catholie Church in Ukraine.

1981, Dec 26 - The Soviet Union collapses, mnd
Ukralne is declared independont.

Transcarpathia during the USSR
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IN HILLSBOROUGH...

Bishop Kurt Celebrates with Wedding Jubilarians on October 19

IN PEEKSKILL... '

Fall Events in Peekskill

]
i\‘wqu ’/ v <

he Hudson Valley comes alive with the colors of fall and Saints Peter and Paul

parish is also coming to life with a number of new events. In addition to the _
Sunday Divine Liturgy at 9AM, Great Vespers is served on Saturdays at 6PM, and & “v&' W &
Matins is served on Sundays at 8AM. Adult Enrichment classes meet Wednesdays ") . & P é ‘& / % |
at 7PM for prayer and study moderated by Father Jack Custer. Our warm and wel- *‘ L&/l >
coming community enjoys Coffee Fellowship in the Rectory on the first Sunday ' ’ W Q’ 1) g q Ti
of every month following the Divine Liturgy. Up to date information on parish " @\»‘i‘.\ *
activities can be found on Saints Peter and Paul’s Facebook page or at the parish
website: peekskillbyzantine.org. Father Jack Custer is the Parochial Administrator.
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IN SCRANTON...

Parishioner celebrates 100th Birthday!

nn Pehanick, a life long parishioner of Saint Mary’s Byzantine Catholic

Church Scranton, PA, celebrated her 100th birthday with liturgy on October
14, 2025. Family and friends also gathered at Saint Mary’s Parish Center to com-
memorate this milestone. Father Roman Vasylynka is Parochial Administrator of
Saint Mary’s parish.

Ann Pehanick center, daughters left to right, AnnMarie Ives, Linda Lehnert,
and Michele Pehanick
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IN SARASOTA...

Outreach Celebrates First Anniversary

On Saturday, September 13th at 2:30 P.M., the people of the outreach gath-
ered at Incarnation Roman Catholic Church at 2929 Bee Ridge Road to
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and their 1st Anniversary, followed by a dinner at a
local restaurant. Father Yurii Mikhalko travels from North Fort Myers to celebrate
Liturgy every Saturday at 2:30 PM. Father Robert Evancho is the administrator of
the outreach, and Father Eric is the Pastor of the Church. If you know of anyone
living in the area, please let them know about the outreach church.

IN SAINT PETERSBURG...

Catechetical Sunday

aint Petersburg, Florida-On Sunday, September 28th, the happy children

from Saint Therese Church attended the Divine Liturgy and received a bless-
ing, and they were instructed by their pastor to attend classes every Sunday. Father
Robert Evancho, Pastor, and Father Michael O’Brien.

IN TRUMBULL...

Parish Celebrates 80th Anniversary

he Ladies Guild of Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church cele-

brated their 80th anniversary on October Sth, 2025. Founded in 1948, this
80th-anniversary recognition was highly anticipated, as the 75th had not been cel-
ebrated due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. A Divine Liturgy was offered
in thanksgiving for the Guild’s consistent support for the parish’s spiritual and fi-
nancial needs over the years. Parishioners enthusiastically enjoyed a celebratory
luncheon immediately following the Divine Liturgy. Father Hryhoriy Lozinskyy
is the Pastor.

IN TRUMBULL...

Men’s Fishing Trip

he men and boys of Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church in

Trumbull, CT enjoyed an all-day fishing trip on the Long Island Sound on
Saturday, September 27th. We had around twelve participants, aged 6-70. We got
to the dock early at 7AM and boarded the Middlebank II, out of Bridgeport. Fa-
ther gave us a blessing to start the trip and then we got underway. The ride to our
fishing spots on the sound took about an hour. We had a chance to talk and get to
know each other better. We started fishing at a depth of around 60 feet; the boat
moved to a new location about once an hour until around 1PM when we went
back into the port, landing ashore around 2PM. The fishing was great fun: some-
times we had to hurry to get more bait on the hook and get it back in the water.
One of the men, Jim Faber, got the prize for the biggest catch of the day. At the end
of our trip, Father said a blessing over the boat and the crew, and we disembarked.
Father Hryhoriy Lozinskyy is the Pastor.
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NEARLY 100 GATHER IN TRENTON, NJ TO “COME & SEE”
THE EASTERN CATHOLIC TRADITION

Submitted by Alicia N. Brozovich

Nearly one hundred people from

across New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
New York, and Washington, D.C. gath-
ered at Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic
Church in Trenton on October 11th,
2025 for Come & See: A Journey into
Eastern Catholicism. The day-long

workshop invited participants to ex-
perience the beauty and depth of the
Byzantine Catholic tradition through
presentations, discussion, and the cel-

ebration of the Divine Liturgy.

Hosted by the parish’s pastor, Father
Yuriy Oros, and cantor Alicia Brozov-
ich, the event welcomed attendees
from a wide range of Christian back-
grounds. Only 35 percent identified

as Eastern Catholic hoping to connect
more deeply with their heritage; while
the majority of attendees were Roman
Catholics, Orthodox Christians, or

Protestants curious to learn more about
the Church’s Eastern traditions.

Before confessions and Divine Liturgy,
participants joined sessions introduc-
ing history, theology, iconography, and
musical life of the Byzantine Church.

“The workshop provided just enough
background and preparation to more
fully participate in the Liturgy, which,
once experienced, was beautiful and
profound,” one attendee wrote. An-
other noted, “as a Roman Catholic
who grew up with a Russian Orthodox
grandmother, I found the workshop

NOVEMBER 2025

sessions very helpful in explaining the
differences in tradition while focusing
on the unity of the Catholic faith.” For
many, the day’s liturgical experience
and prayer opportunities were trans-
formative. One participant shared, “My
long overdue confession was one of the

most beautiful and healing moments of
my life. I am still in awe of the grace I re-
ceived after years of burden and suffer-
ing and shame and fear. I am changed”

Survey responses reflected the event’s
wide reach and impact. About half
of attendees described themselves as
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“somewhat familiar” with Eastern Ca-
tholicism before the event, while one
admitted, “I didn’t even know they ex-
isted.” The experience left many eager
for more: “I wish there were more of
these workshops more often,” wrote
one guest. Another added, “I signed up
because I love studying theology but
got SO much more out of the blessed
day. I even made new friends that Thope
to see again.” By the end of the day, par-
ticipants expressed a renewed sense of
unity and wonder at the diversity with-
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in the Catholic Church. “I came away
with less of a stigma and a greater ap-
preciation than I previously felt toward
the Byzantine rite,” one comment read.

After the initial Come & See event,
Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
plans to continue the series with online
and in-person offerings during Great
Lent. “We hope this becomes an open
door for all who wish to encounter the
richness of the Eastern Catholic faith
and to see, as one guest put it, ‘the uni-

versality of Catholicism’ lived and sung
in beauty,” said Father Yuriy Oros.

A special thank you to the presenters
and hosts of the event:

Very Reverend Edward Cimbala,
D.Min., Brother Alexander Mosko,
C.O.,, Very Reverend Yuriy Oros,
Th.Dr,, Very Reverend Paul Varchola
West, MFA, M.Div.,, Very Reverend
James Badeaux, NJ Syncellus, and Ali-
cia N. Brozovich.
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Learn more and watch for upcoming
workshops here: https://stmarybyz-
catholictrenton.org/come-%26-see-
workshop

WHY BYZANTINE CATHOLICS DO THAT

By Lisa Krochta Cipriani

THE ALTAR AREA

For most of our older churches, the
opening of the Holy Doors and the
Deacon Doors, at the center and pe-
riphery of the Iconostasis, respectively,
brings the Altar Area into view. The rest
of the Altar is hidden by the iconostasis
(icon screen). For newer churches, the
construction and intricacy of a church’s
iconostasis dictates how much of the
Altar Area the congregation sees. Most
of the time, parts of the Holy Table are
hidden from view by the priest stand-
ing in front of it. Unless you have been a
deacon, an altar boy, or helped to change
the altar cloths, much of what is found

within the Altar may be difficult to clear-
ly see from sitting in a pew or walking up
to receive Holy Communion.

Have you ever wondered what can be
found within the Altar Area, and why?
Most of us know the Altar Area con-
tains the Holy Table (Altar), the Table of
Preparation (prothesis table), a throne
for the bishop, chairs for the priest and
those assisting (deacons and altar boys),
and the sacristy (a room where the
priest, deacons and altar boys vest, and
where other liturgical items are stored).

However, do you know what is on the
Table and around the Altar? The Holy
Table represents the Lord’s banquet ta-
ble, at which the congregation is called
to gather. The Holy Table is made of
wood or marble and was consecrated
by a bishop during the dedication of
the church. Within the Holy Table is
a small, specially made compartment
that holds relics of Holy Martyrs and
Saints.

The Holy Table is covered with ornate
cloths. These may be embroidered, and

are of specific colors depending on the
time in the liturgical year.

The following can be found on the Holy
Table or around the altar:

« The tabernacle (artophorion)
stands in the center. Commonly
shaped like a church, it contains
the reserved Eucharist for the sick.

o The Book of the Holy Gospels
« A vigil lamp signifying the pres-

ence of Christ
...continued on page 13
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SISTER M. VALERIA EVANYO, O. S. B. M. ENTERS
INTO ETERNAL REST

Sister M. Valeria Evanyo, O. S. B. M.,
a Sister of the Uniontown Province
of the Sisters of St. Basil, fell asleep
in the Lord at. Mt. Macrina Manor in
Uniontown on Wednesday, October
29, 2025. She was born Helen on Feb-
ruary 18, 1932, in Pittsburgh, Pa., the
youngest of three daughters of the late
Michael and Mary (Minarish) Evanyo.
Her early education was received at
Pittsburgh public schools, and she later
graduated from Mt. Macrina Academy
in Uniontown.

After entrance into the Basilian commu-
nity from St. John the Baptist Parish on
the South Side, she earned a bachelor’s
degree from Carlow (then Mt. Mercy)
college. Her first ministry was teaching
in parochial schools: Pottstown, Mont
Clare, and Uniontown, PA; Bridgeport,
CT.; Chicago, IL; Cleveland and Lo-
rain, OH.

Sister Valeria also served in leadership
on the Provincial Council.

A love for developmentally challenged
children impelled Sister Valeria to pur-
sue a master’s degree in special educa-
tion, teaching at the Rose-Mary Center
in Cleveland and at the Intermediate
Unit in Uniontown.

The Lord’s call became quite different
when she was appointed a secretary
to the English Section of the Secretary
of State at the Vatican in Rome, Italy.
Serving in Rome for thirteen years, she
served in written communicating for
both the Holy Father John Paul II, and
for other Vatican offices. Sr. Valeria has
the unique distinction among the Basil-
ian community of having worked for a
saint (St. John Paul II).

Back in America, Sister Valeria as-
sumed the responsibility of secretary
for +Bishop Basil Schott at the Eparchy
of Parma. This was followed by her be-
coming the receptionist at the Chan-
cery of the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh
until her retirement from active min-

istry in August of 2014. Health issues
took her to the monastery in August of
2022, and then to Mt. Macrina Manor.

Throughout her life of service, Sr. Vale-
ria was known for her light-hearted
spirit and great sense of humor.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, and her sisters Mary Corso and
Pauline Benedik. Left to cherish her
memory are her nieces and nephews:
Theresa and Thomas Benedik; Emily
O’Keefe; Barbara Fair; June Murray;
Virginia Corso-Phinney; and Urban,
William and Martin Corso.

Friends were received at the monas-
tery on Friday, October 31, 2025, and
the Parastas service for a Nun was cel-
ebrated by the Very Reverend Andrew
J. Deskevich that evening. The funeral
Divine Liturgy was celebrated by the
Most Reverend Archbishop William
C. Skurla on Saturday, November 1.
Concelebrants were the Very Reverend
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Andrew J. Deskevich, and the Rever-
end Fathers Jerome Botsko, Kyprian
Wojciechowski and Tyler Wisniewski.
Father Stephen J. Wahal was in atten-
dance. Interment followed in the Sisters

section of Mt. Macrina Cemetery.

In blessed repose grant eternal rest O Lord
to your departed handmaid Sister Valeria
and remember her forever!

Frank Hanincik, Junior, 94,
+ of Palmyra, PA, passed away
peacefully on October 16 at the home
of his son in Fort Pierce, FL, where he
received hospice care. He was the father
of both Reverend Frank A. Hanincik,
a priest of the Eparchy of Passaic, and
ECL columnist Ann Koshute. He was
born a first generation American on
November 10, 1930, in Beaver Mead-

Retirement Fund

for Religious

FATHER OF EPARCHIAL PRIEST, AND ECL COLUMNIST,
FALLS ASLEEP IN THE LORD

ows, PA, to the late Frank, Sr. and Helen
(Palsa) Hanincik. He was pre-deceased
by his wife of 52 years, Dolores, and is
survived by his son Reverend Frank A.
Hanincik; his daughter Ann Koshute;
and much-loved son-in-law Keith Ko-
shute; as well as three of his wife’s sis-
ters and several nieces and nephews.

Frank served honorably in the Army
when drafted during the Korean War
and was stationed in Germany. Upon
returning home he developed a head
for business by managing a gas station
in Hazleton. Later, Frank took advan-
tage of the GI Bill to earn an associate’s
degree in mechanical engineering from
the Highacres campus of Penn State
University. He went on to work for
Wagner Electric as an industrial engi-
neer until his early retirement.

Frank was a faithful member of Saint
Ann Byzantine Catholic Church in
Harrisburg, PA, a member of the
Knights of Columbus, and a proud
veteran. He enjoyed traveling with Do-
lores, and after she passed he happily
stayed with his son at his various parish
assignments, finally settling with him in
the rectory at Saints Cyril and Metho-
dius Byzantine Catholic Church. He
could often be found helping pinch
pirohi in the Slavic kitchen, folding bul-
letins, watching Penn State football, or
having a cigar and conversation with
parishioners on the porch. Frank had a
unique sense of humor, could strike up
a conversation — or a friendship — with
anyone, and would be the first to help
when someone was in need.

His final days in hospice care, at the
home in Florida he'd known for five
years, were marked by tender care from
the staff of First Light Home Care and
Treasure Coast Hospice, for which his
family is grateful. Father Frank, Ann
and Keith were privileged and blessed
to love and care for him through his ill-
ness and time in hospice care.

Visitation was held on Sunday, October
26th at Rothermel Finkenbinder funer-
al home, Palmyra, PA, with Parastas at
6:30 PM. The Office of Christian Burial
with Divine Liturgy was celebrated on
Monday, October 27th at Saint Ann
Church, Harrisburg, PA, followed by
Interment at Hershey Cemetery, Her-
shey, PA.

Please give to
those who have
given a lifetime.

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT OFFICE ANNOUNCES
2025 RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS COLLECTION

by Robin Cabral

he National Religious Retirement

Office (NRRO) is announcing
that the annual Retirement Fund for
Religious collection will be held in par-
ishes throughout the Eparchy of Passaic
on the weekend of Dec. 13-14.

In 2024, Catholics across the eparchy
contributed $10,000 to the collection,
mostly through their home parishes.
“The generosity of U.S. Catholics con-
tinues to make a profound difference in
the lives of aging religious,” said John

Knutsen, NRRO director. “This year,
we invite all Catholics to help provide
the care and dignity these women and
men of faith so richly deserve”

Rising health-care costs and the ab-
sence of traditional retirement plans
have placed significant financial strain
on many religious communities. The
Retirement Fund for Religious helps
address this need, supporting more
than 21,000 religious over the age of 70.
In 2024, the average annual cost of care

was about $56,600 per person, with
skilled nursing care averaging $96,000.

Since its establishment in 1988, the col-
lection has raised over $1 billion, with
nearly $900 million distributed for
direct care and over $103 million allo-
cated to retirement planning projects.

In 2024, the appeal raised over $28 mil-
lion, providing financial assistance for the
retirement needs of 266 U.S. religious
communities. Beyond financial aid, the

collection supports educational pro-
grams, empowering religious communi-
ties to plan for their long-term needs.

The NRRO coordinates the annual na-
tional appeal for the Retirement Fund
for Religious and distributes financial
assistance to eligible religious commu-
nities. It is sponsored by the Confer-
ence of Major Superiors of Men, the
Council of Major Superiors of Women
Religious, the Leadership Conference
of Women Religious and the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops. For more
information, visit retiredreligious.org,
or contact Robin Cabral, by phone at
(508) 685-8899 or by email at cam-
paign@retiredreligious.org.
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...continued from page 11

« A hand cross which the Priest uses
to bless the congregation

« The antimension, a rectangular
piece of cloth which is unfolded
during the Divine Liturgy, and the
consecration takes place on. The
antimension contains an image of
the entombment of Christ and the
four Evangelists (Saint Matthew,
Saint Mark, Saint Luke, and Saint
John). A small relic of a martyr is
sewn into the center of this cloth.
When Divine Liturgy is held out-
side the church and there is no con-
secrated altar on which the liturgy
can be celebrated, the antimension
is taken to celebrate the liturgy on.
Divine Liturgy cannot be celebrat-
ed without the antimension. In
addition, the antimension can only
be touched by a fully vested priest,
deacon or bishop.

«  Abookwhich contains the Liturgy,
special prayers, etc.

« Standing in holders at the back of
the Holy Table are two circular
disks or fans called ripidion. Both
sides contain images of Seraphim,
the six-winged angels. They rep-
resent the Seraphim that Isaiah
saw surrounding God’s throne.
Thus, their placement at the Holy
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Table symbolizes “guarding God’s
throne” Made of either gold or
silver, they are affixed to poles so
they may be carried by altar boys
or deacons.

o A crucifix, which stands between
the two ripidion and is placed high
enough to be seen by the congrega-
tion.

« Lastly, a candelabra holding seven
candles. Originally used to illumi-
nate the altar, they now represent
the Light of Christ.

The Holy Gifts are prepared on the
Table of Preparation, which is found to
the left of the altar. Like the Holy Table,
the table of preparation is covered. Itis
used to prepare bread and wine for the
Great Entrance.

On the table you will find bread (pros-
phora), a spoon for distributing Holy
Communion, the cup (chalice), the
plate (diskos), cruets for the wine and
water, a knife (lance), and a metal star
(asterisk) that covers the plate of pre-
pared bread. In addition, there are
three liturgical cloths. Two are used
to cover the plate and chalice when
carried during the Great Entrance. A
larger one (the veil) is used to cover
the plate and chalice while on the altar.
Later, this cloth is held up and fanned
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The Antimension on the Altar

by the priest over the Holy Gifts when
the Creed is recited, and it symbolizes
the veil of the Temple in Jerusalem.

Also found within the Altar Area:

o Processional candles carried by the
altar boys.

o The censor, a vessel in which in-
cense is burned. The censor can
be silver or gold and hangs from
three chains adorned with 12 bells.
Incensing around the Holy Table
honors our Lord and the Saints.
Incensing towards the congrega-

tion asks that the prayers of the
faithful ascend to heaven upon the
rising incense smoke.

I hope what I have shared opens a new
appreciation of what the Altar Area
holds.

LIFE, LOVE, AND THE HUMAN PERSON

By Ann M. Koshute, MTS

WE, H1S SUFFERING SERVANTS

y dad died near the end of Oc-

tober, and as I write this it’s
only a few days past his funeral. Grief
is an interesting thing, so unpredict-
able, making itself known at different
(often unexpected) times and ways.
Some people are consumed by their
grief. Others press it down deep so it re-
mains hidden from the world, and from
themselves. Grief is an uninvited guest
yet essential for the good of our men-
tal health. Grief is the natural, human
response to all manner of devastation,
catastrophe, loss, and death - all things
that are decidedly unnatural. That is,
things not meant to be part of our true
nature as sons and daughters of God,
but the result of the Fall into sin.

Most often we account for grief at the
loss of a person (maybe even a pet),
but there is also what psychologists
call “disenfranchised grief,” the kind
we feel when the loss isn’t tangible. For
example, the sadness we feel when our
dreams and aspirations go unfulfilled.
That kind of grief is tricky because we
feel we have no right to grieve aloss that
can’t be seen or touched, or we fear the
judgment of others if we express it.

Disenfranchised grief is real and, if
you need to hear this, it is “legitimate.”
Comparing grief, like comparing cross-

es, is a waste of time because our suf-
fering and sadness are relative to each
of us. No one can climb into our ex-
perience and feel exactly what we feel.
We can only go by faith, in a way, and
just be with each other, uncondition-
ally and without searching for the right
words or a correlation with our person-
al experience. There is also no rhyme or
reason to grief; it can come like a tidal
wave or lay dormant for long periods of
time. Grief may stay silent in situations
where we'd most expect it, then come
roaring in suddenly at random, inop-
portune times.

Sorrow is not really synonymous with
grief, but they are like brothers in a way,
finding the same origin in the previous-
ly mentioned devastation and loss. Like
grief, sorrow can become all-consum-
ing, and if it does, seeking professional
help is a good, healthy, and praisewor-
thy thing to do. We can always “offer
up” our sorrow and grief to the Lord for
the good of others. This is also praise-
worthy and a beautiful gift that He gives
us. To unite our suffering to Christ’s as
a way of intimate closeness with Him,
entrusting our deepest selves to Him,
and offering our pain to be used for the
health and salvation of another. “Offer-
ing it up” is not easy, nor is it the stand-
alone answer to our grief. Offering our

pain to Christ, joining it to His, isn’t
some heroic act of holiness; it’s pain-
ful in itself. If it’s hard to do, that’s okay.
My mother devised a kind of shortcut
to offering it up when she experienced
debilitating physical pain by simply say-
ing “Up.” Maybe not the most elegant
prayer, but one that I believe God un-
derstood very well. He meets us where
we are and graciously accepts the wid-
ow’s mite as He does offerings of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

Where does all of this leave us? We can
understand grief and the sorrow and
other emotions that accompany it on
an intellectual level, and everyone can
describe their own feelings and process
as they walk through it. But what does
all of it mean for us on a human level, in
our own personal circumstances? How
are we to understand grief and, with it,
suffering, disasters, violence, injustice
and, ultimately, death? The answer is
that there is no human answer. Grief,
suffering, pain — none of it can really be
explained or expressed in human words
or thought. It’s all so mysterious why it
has to be this way, why God allows it. If
we can't know or express it in our lim-
ited human terms then we must turn
to the One who did not create death
or bring sorrow and grief into being,
but who entered into it. Jesus became

the Suffering Servant, not to send
us flowers or bring a meal when we
grieve (thought these are wonderfully
thoughtful things we can do for peo-
ple). Jesus, the Author of Life, bore the
yoke of death not because He wouldn’t
understand it otherwise, but so that we
would understand how much He loves
us. This world is not our home, yet He
made His home here with us — and re-
mains here — until He can bring us to
our real home, where there is no pain,
SOrrow, or mourning (cf. Revelation
21:4).

Someone once told me that grief is not
something we get over or even move
past. Rather, we grow around our grief.
I think this is a healthy way to look at
it, because it doesn’t diminish the ex-
perience or put arbitrary time limits on
when we must be “okay.” I will never not
grieve the loss of both my parents and
others I've lost, but I think that’s appro-
priate. Over time my prayer for myself
is to allow my grief to help me grow
more and more into a suffering yet
hopeful servant of the Lord. May the
Lord be close to each of us in our grief,
comfort us in times of sorrow, and give
us the grace to experience His presence,
through sorrow and tears as much as
in joy and laughter, in the deepest and
most intimate way. ECL
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Saint Nicholas European
Christmas Market
Dec.12-13
NC State Fairgounds

The 18th annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Saint Nicholas
European Christmas Market will be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 12 from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM and Saturday, December
13 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the North Carolina State
Fairgrounds- Kerr Scott Building.

Plenty of FREE Parking and FREE Admission. Donations
gratefully accepted. All proceeds benefit “Building our Fu-
ture” Come sing and dance with the acclaimed Little Ger-
man Band on Saturday and sip, shop and dine in the Euro-
pean Christmas Market Tradition!

Questions? Call Saints Cyril & Methodius (919) 239-4877
or email: sscyrilmethodius@gmail.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintNicholasMar-

website: https://saintnicholasmarketnc.com.
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Visiting New York City?
Come Worship With Us!

Saint Mary Byzantine Catholic Church
Father Edward G. Cimbala, D.Min.—Pastor

246 East 15th Street, Manhattan, New York
212-677-0516

Sunday Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM

THE BYZANTINE LITURGY

By Archpriest David Petras, SEOD

PRIESTHOOD AND SACRIFICE

When a man is ordained a priest,
in the second prayer of the im-
position of hands, the bishop prays
that the new priest may “offer God gifts
and spiritual sacrifices.” Though this is
only one phrase in the whole descrip-
tion of what a priest does, it is probably
the one that we are most familiar with
from our catechism. We know that the
Divine Liturgy is the center of our wor-
ship and liturgical life in the commu-
nity of faith, and we have been taught
that it is a true sacrifice. As Catholics,
we have probably heard often the Ro-
man description of the Liturgy as “the
sacrifice of the Mass.” We also view our
priest as the man who offers this sacri-
fice. We may also see the priest as our
spiritual leader, as our teacher and sup-
portin faith, as our confessor and coun-
selor, as the one who baptizes and con-
firms, who blesses our marriages, and as
the one who will conduct us to eternal
life. But the central and most important
way we relate to him most often is as the
one who leads our worship in the Lit-
urgy, preaching to us the word of God.
The first question we must ask, then, is:
what is sacrifice and how do we offer
sacrifice?

There is one truth we must first un-
derstand above all — there is one high
priest, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
and there is one sacrifice when he of-
fered his life on the Cross and rose from
the dead. The ministerial priest shares
in this priesthood by the sacramental
mystery of the laying on of hands, and
the layperson shares in the common
priesthood of Christ by baptism. This
truth is especially expressed in the Let-
ter to the Hebrews, which is a theologi-

cal affirmation of the sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The author writes,
“when Christ came as high priest of
the good things that have come to be,
passing through the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made by hands,
that is, not belonging to this creation,
he entered once for all into the sanc-
tuary, not with the blood of goats and
calves but with his own blood, thus ob-
taining eternal redemption” (Hebrews
9:11-12).

This revealed theology of the meaning
of the Cross was expressed clearly for
our understanding of priesthood by St.
John Chrysostom: “What then? Do we
not offer daily? Yes, we offer but mak-
ing remembrance of his death; and this
remembrance is one and not many.
How is it one and not many? Because
this sacrifice is offered once, like that
in the Holy of Holies. This sacrifice is
a type of that, and this remembrance a
type of that. We offer always the same,
not one sheep now and another tomor-
row, but the same thing always. Thus,
there is one sacrifice. By this reason-
ing, since the sacrifice is offered every-
where, are there, then, a multiplicity of
Christs? By no means! Christ is one
everywhere. He is complete here, com-
plete there, one body. And just as he is
one body and not many though offered
everywhere, so too is there one sacri-
fice” (Homilies on Hebrews 17:3(6)).

There is truly one sacrifice by our Lord.
This sacrifice brings the human race
into union with God, for the Cross
leads to the life and resurrection, as we
pray in Matins, “through the Cross joy
has come into the world. The sacrifice

of our Lord is one because it was offered
by one man, Jesus, the Son of God, “true
God of true God,” as we profess in the
Creed. Saint John Chrysostom speaks
of this one sacrifice being offered “ev-
erywhere,” as we pray in every Liturgy,
“offering you from your own, always
and everywhere” The crucifixion was
offered once in a bloody manner, but
the Liturgy, in essence the same sacri-
fice, is offered in an “unbloody” way,
Therefore, when we pray, we always
call our liturgical sacrifice “unbloody,”
or “spiritual,” or “logical and rational,”
that is, a sacrifice in words. We begin
the Anaphora of the Liturgy, therefore,
by singing, “Mercy, peace, a sacrifice of
praise” It is the sacrifice spoken of by
Saint Paul, “I urge you therefore, broth-
ers, by the mercies of God, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God, your spiritual wor-
ship” (Romans 12:1).

Perhaps one way to understand this is
to reflect that while thousands of hu-
man beings were executed on a cross
in the Roman Empire, only one execu-
tion is remembered in our worship of
God - the death of our Lord on Gol-
gotha. This death alone brought rec-
onciliation, the forgiveness of sins, and
life into the world. This is because the
death of Jesus on the Cross was an act
of the infinite love of God for us all. It
alone is the wondrous work done by
God, that we might live in him and in
his love. It is valid for us because it was
done by a human being, as professed in
the Council of Chalcedon (451), “We
all teach harmoniously [that Jesus is]
the same perfect in godhead, the same
perfect in manhood, truly God and

truly man, the same of a reasonable
soul and body; homoousias (one in es-
sence) with the Father in godhead, and
the same homoousias (one in essence)
with us in humanity (...)acknowledged
in two natures without confusion, with-
out change, without division, without
separation” (Translation by Jaroslav
Pelikan). However, since we are not one
in essence with God, we can offer the
same sacrifice only by the grace of God.
This is why the priesthood is necessary.
A man receives through the imposition
of the hands of the bishop the grace of
the Holy Spirit to “offer God gifts and
spiritual sacrifices.” The gifts are bread
and wine, brought into being by hu-
man labor, and which, by the power of
the Holy Spirit, become the Body and
Blood of Christ, not through human
but only by divine power. Therefore,
we can say that the priest is “the one
who offers sacrifice” At the same time,
the priest does not do this as a one-
man show. He is given this grace only
so that he may offer this Divine Lit-
urgy together in the community of the
Church, the people of God. The priest,
then, prays “We (not I) thank you for
this liturgy which you are pleased to ac-
cept from our hands (...) Offering you
your own from your own. Always and
everywhere, we (not I) praise you, we
bless you, we thank you, O Lord, and
we pray to you, our God.” The priest is
the “man of prayer” who proclaims the
words of the sacrifice in the place of all
by the grace of the Holy Spirit. ECL
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SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

LET’Ss Go TO CHURCH

€€ et’s go to Church” said no early

Christian ever. It’s not just
that it wasn’t legal to build temples for
Christian worship for the first three
hundred years. It’s that they didn't
think of Church as a place independent
of themselves at all.

The warning found in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (10:25) puts it this way: “Do
not neglect the assembly” The Apostle’s
word for “assembly” here has a distinct-
ly Jewish ring to it: episynagoge (you
can see the word ‘synagogue’ in it). The
literal meaning is “coming together in
one place” or “for a common purpose.”
The more usual word for “church” in
the New Testament is ekklésia, which
means a “gathering” for religious or
even civic purposes. The ek- in ekklésia
adds a hint of separation to the mean-
ing: the people who gather have been
called away from something else or
separated out of a larger group (2 Cor-
inthians 6:17).

The Church is the local community of
persons baptized into Christ, gathered
around the local Bishop (as a successor
of the Apostles) or one of the priests
ordained to represent him. This was

true for the first Church that gathered
around the eleven Apostles in the bor-
rowed Upper Room in Jerusalem (Acts
2), for the Churches that gathered in
people’s homes under the Apostles and
their successors (Romans 16:5; 1 Cor-
inthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15), and
for every cathedral and parish Church
since then. Magnificent or humble, the
buildings we call churches are merely
houses where the real Church can gath-
er.

St Paul wrote this to the Christians of
Ephesus: “You are strangers and aliens
no longer but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household
of God, built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets with Christ
Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone,
in whom the whole building is fitted
together and grows into a holy temple
in the Lord, in whom you also are be-
ing built together for a dwelling place of
God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:20-22).
The assembly, which is the Church,
transcends time and space. Old Testa-
ment prophets, New Testament Apos-
tles and saints of every time and place
join together with the community of
believers in this time and this place to

offer worship to God. The very art and
architecture of a traditional Byzantine
temple illustrates this truth: the saints
on the iconostasis and the walls, Christ
exalted over all in the dome.

Butitis only when we actually “set aside
the earthly cares” of our everyday lives
and come together at a particular time
(the Lord’s Day), in a particular place
(the parish church building), that we
can do the work of being “fitted togeth-
er” and “growing into a holy Temple in
the Lord.” St. Peter taught: “You also,
as living stones, are being built up into
a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter
2:5).

Stones must be dressed and polished
to fit together into a building that will
endure. It is precisely in our coming to-
gether that we build each other up, help
each other take off our rough edges,
and polish each other’s virtues to shine.
The earliest Church gathered to do four
things: teaching, fellowship, the Eucha-
rist, and prayer (Acts 2:42). Apart from
the Divine Liturgy, it is in the other
three activities that our interactions
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with each other build us up and help
us grow into our full stature in Christ
(Ephesians 4:13).

St. Paul (Romans 12:6-8) reminds us
of the fact of our Baptism and Chrisma-
tion: “Each of us has gifts” When we
gather as the Church, each of us brings
gifts to share and each of us can benefit
from the gifts of others (1 Corinthians
14:12; Ephesians 4:12). We may think
of the obvious roles of bishop, priest
and deacon, or the particular talents of
the cantors and catechists. We rely no
less on the services of ushers and jani-
tors. Our fellowship is supported by the
people who set up, clean up and cook.
A word of support, some wise advice,
or silent good example are equally im-
portant gifts. Children need the en-
couragement of their “church friends.”
Our youngest and oldest parishioners
often form special bonds that are good
for everyone. All this is possible only
when we do not neglect the assem-
bly. Only then can we realize that we

come to church in order to become the
Church. ECL

s Catholics, we are required to sup-
ort the Church financially. The

Catechism of the Catholic Church says,
“The fifth precept [that ‘you shall help
to provide for the needs of the Church’]
means that the faithful are obliged to
assist with the material needs of the
Church, each according to his own abil-

ity” (CCC 2043).

This solemn obligation brings with it
great blessings. The Bible is clear that
if we are generous in giving, God will
meet all our needs. God promises that
we will always have enough if we give
and give cheerfully.

In Old Testament Israel, the people
were required to support the priest-
hood and the Temple through tithes
and offerings. If they were faithful to
this requirement, they were promised
material blessings.

Solomon says, “Honor the LORD with
your substance and with the first fruits
of all your produce; then your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats
will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-
10, RSV).

Through the prophet Malachi, God
promises the Israelites: “Bring the full
tithes into the storehouse, that there

SCHOOL OF PRAYER

Father G. Scott Boghossian

may be food in my house; and thereby
put me to the test, says the LORD of
hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you
an overflowing blessing. I will rebuke
the devourer for you, so that it will not
destroy the fruits of your soil; and your
vine in the field shall not fail to bear,
says the LORD of hosts” (Mal. 3:10-
11, RSV).

The same idea is present throughout
the New Testament. God promises to
bless His people if they are generous in
giving.

Our Lord Jesus promises, “give, and
it will be given to you; good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, run-
ning over, will be put into your lap. For
the measure you give will be the mea-
sure you get back” (Luke 6:38, RSV).

Saint Paul, referring to the financial col-
lection he was taking up for the church
in Jerusalem, told the Corinthians,
“God is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that you may
always have enough of everything and
may provide in abundance for every
good work” (2 Cor. 9:8, RSV). Notice
he says, “so that you may always have
enough of everything” But this was a
conditional promise, contingent on

THE POWER OF GIVING

how generously the faithful gave to a
special collection for the church in Je-
rusalem.

The church at Philippi sent Saint Paul
a financial offering through their envoy,
Epaphroditus. Paul calls this financial
gift “a fragrant offering, a sacrifice ac-
ceptable and pleasing to God” (Phil.
4:18, RSV). Realize that your mon-
etary tithes and offerings are also a sac-
rifice, pleasing to God, and a significant
part of your divine worship.

Because the Philippians were so gen-
erous, Saint Paul assures them that be-
cause of their gift, “my God will supply
every need of yours according to his
riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
4:19, RSV). As you give generously,
know that God will also supply all your
needs.

Sometimes we forget that our par-
ish home has expenses like any other
home. There is the priest’s salary, the
gas, electricity, phone, insurance, and
expensive maintenance and repairs,
among other things. Yes, we have fun-
draising programs like ethnic food sales
and parish festivals. We rent out unused
parish properties for extra income.
Your pastor appreciates your hard work
on these projects.

But let’s not forget that the biblical pat-
tern and the Catholic tradition dictate
that the faithful provide financially for
the needs of the Church and the gospel.
Let’s have faith in God and His prom-
ises and give generously. Watch what

God will do.

“The point is this: he who sows sparing-
ly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bounti-
fully. Each one must do as he has made
up his mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Cor. 9:6-7,RSV). ECL

Scripture quotations are from The
Catholic Edition of the Revised Stan-
dard Version of the Bible, copyright
© 1965, 1966 National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.
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Carp athian Village
ﬁ\t F Saint Nicholas Shrine

802 Snow Hill Road, Cresco, PA 18326-7810
Wy

{;aRpATHO-Rusvm SorieTy

MANIFESTING CARPATHO-RUSYN CULTURE AND HISTORY

Tel (570) 595-3265 - Cell (570) 650-3252
Email: carpathianvillage@earthlink.net
Father Michael J. Salnicky, Director

“Unprecedented Upheaval”

Z.0om Conference
Sunday, November 9, 2025 - 2:00 PM

Presentation from our Cultural Center
by John Righetti — Part III

Carpathian Village is presently taking reservations for group re-
treats, ski weekends, family vacations, day of recollection week-
ends, parish or group picnics, and private retreats. To schedule

your event or for more information call or email Father Michael.

Topic: Unprecedented Upheaval

No period of Carpatho-Rusyn history saw more upheaval than in the
20th century in Europe and America. It positioned Carpatho-Rusyns for
CHARLESTON AREA OUTREACH INTEREST Y P P P ¥

the dramatic rebirth and an optimistic future.
Are you a Byzantine/Eastern Rite Catholic that has relocated Sunday, Nov 9, 2025 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
to the Charleston, SC area and miss attending the Divine ’ ’ '
Liturgy and other services? The Byzantine Catholic Epar- Zoom Link - https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85420498761
chy of Passaic is exploring the possibility of establishing an
Outreach Community in the Charleston area. Currently the

closest Mission is in the Myrtle Beach area. I'm working with TI—EOLO GY ON TAP
one of the priests in Passaic to help gauge interest. If there is

sufficient interest, the plan would be to have a Liturgy some- Eastern Sph—-‘i‘[umi{v & Mvsticism
where in the Charleston area in the next few months. If you = =
are interested, please send me an e-mail at michael-meador@
sbcglobal.net.

FR. JOSEPH LOYA, OSA, PHD

. . . NDER THE INFLUENCE:
2025/26 Marriage Jubilarian Dates NDERHE
LIVING WITHIN THE EASTERN

January 17, 2026 (Saturday) CATHOLIC TRADITION

Marriage Jubilarians - Southern States
Saint Nicholas - Orlando, FL
11:00 AM - Banquet to Follow on Premise

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2025 | 6:30 - 8:30 PM

If you are celebrating a special Wedding Anniversary — S-year incre- I CHATTI — CHATTINEWYORK.COM
ments, Please submit your name to your pastor to be included in this 20 9TH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY
year’s Jubilarian Celebration. CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BY PENN STATION & PORT AUTHORITY

SOCIAL HOUR BEGINS AT 6:30 PM
TALK BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:15 PM

First-Ever Nationwide Cantors Meeting
November 22

FREE TO ATTEND

RSVP

On Sunday, November 23, the Metropolitan Cantor Institute will (U CONMIEAS R

host an online meeting for all our serving cantors and retired can-
tors. This meeting is intended to provide a town hall environment
to review the present situation of our liturgical singing across all o INTERESTED IN OTHER EVENTS
four of our eparchies, and discuss ways to improve and perfect it.
For more information, go to mci.archpitt.org.

BUT CAN'T MAKE THIS ONE?
STAY UP TO DATE HERE

UPCOMING EPARCHIAL AND PARISH EVENTS

Eastern Catholic Life
Cliaul et [EpREme %\] O‘{\EMnBE 1A}fchzag%t L Angelic Powers
445 Lackawanna Avenue SolemngHolyday 8 J ECL Subscription Information \

Woodland Park, NJ 07424 15 Beginning of the Phillips Fast

21 Entrance of the Theotokos

Solemn Holyday
Next Issue: to Eastern Catholic Life. If you belong to a Parish, please ask

If you are holding a copy of this issue but are not a sub-

scriber... here is how you can get your very own subscription

December. 2025 your Pastor or Administrator to add you to the ECL subscrip-
¢ tion list for the parish, and he/she will send me your name.
You will pay the parish directly for the subscription. If you are

Copy Deadline: not a parishioner of one of our Parishes, you may subscribe by
Novem ber, 21 2025 THE BYZANTINE CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF DASSAIC sending a check for $20.00 per year, to Eastern Catholic Life,
H . f the ECL subscribes to the 445 Lackawanna Avenue, Woodland Park, NJ 07424. Yearly
€ curr.ert1t éSSl:eEO iz Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People renewal bills will be sent after the first year. If you have an ad-
rn rgreen
Pr:s:]gg Ble:laW\l/'eNgJ e:n d adopted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The dress change or need to cancel a subscription you may email
27 P » Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to ;
was distributed from the assuring a safe environment in ministry for its children and young people me at mfrench@eparchyofpassaic.com or call the Eparchy
U.S. Post Office via second that conforms to Charter requirements. For further information regarding of Passaic at 973-890-7777. As a courtesy, the ECL is also

class mailing in the Eparchial Safe Environment Program please contact: posted on our website after the mail copies have gone out at

Bellmawr, NJ‘ Father Dav1d] Baratelli, EdS, M.Div. eparchyofpassaiclcom

Safe Environment Program Coordinator « 732-280-2682
Dr. Maureen Daddona, Ph.D. \ Maureen French — ECL circulation editor /

Victim's Assistance Coordinator « 516-623-6456




